PAGE  
3

ARE YOU A RICH PAUPER? 

JOHN 14:8-16

PART ONE

INITIALLY, THE QUESTION IN THE SERMON TITLE SEEMS TO BE A CONTRADICTION. IN GRAMMAR, ‘RICH PAUPER’ WOULD BE AN OXY-MORON. FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO DON’T KNOW, A PAUPER IS SOMEONE WHO IS DESTITUTE OR A BEGGAR. SO, HOW CAN THERE BE SUCH A THING AS A RICH PAUPER? IT’S BECAUSE THERE ARE MANY CHRISTIANS WHO ARE UNAWARE THAT THEY HAVE THIS POWERFUL RESOURCE AVAILABLE TO THEM. CHRISTIANS HAVE THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, YET MANY DON’T LIVE LIKE THEY DO. WE ARE RICH, YET WE LIVE LIKE WE’RE POOR. ONE NEW YEAR’S DAY IN THE TOURNAMENT OF ROSES PARADE, A BEAUTIFUL FLOAT SUDDENLY SPUTTERED AND RAN OUT OF GAS. THE WHOLE PARADE WAS HELD-UP UNTIL SOMEONE COULD GET A GAS CAN. THE AMUSING THING WAS, THIS FLOAT REPRESENTED THE STANDARD OIL COMPANY. WITH ITS VAST RESOURCES, IT WAS OUT OF GAS. PEOPLE, AS CHRISTIANS, WE HAVE VAST RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO US, YET MANY TIMES WE RUN OUT OF GAS. OPEN YOUR BIBLES TO JOHN CHAPTER 14. SO, WHY DO WE LIVE AS RICH PAUPERS? THE FIRST REASON IS DUE TO OUR UNBELIEF; V 8-12.  WE FIRST NEED TO BELIEVE THAT WE HAVE THE POWER THAT ENABLES US TO DO IMMEASURABLY MORE THAN ALL WE ASK OR IMAGINE AS EPHESIANS 3:20 DECLARES. WHERE DOES THAT POWER COME FROM? READ JOHN 14:15&16. IN ACTS 1:8, JESUS SAID, “BUT YOU WILL RECEIVE POWER WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT COMES UPON YOU. HERE WE SEE THAT POWER IS ATTACHED TO HAVING THE HOLY SPIRIT, THAT COUNSELOR, THAT SPIRIT OF TRUTH. GOD OFFERS POWER THROUGH HIS HOLY SPIRIT BUT WE HAVE TO BELIEVE AND RECEIVE THIS POWER WHOLEHEARTEDLY. OUR UNBELIEF CAN STEM FROM A LACK OF FAITH AND TRUST. THE OPPOSITE OF FAITH IS DOUBT. WE NEED TO GO WITH THE FLOW OF THE SPIRIT. ROMANS 10:17 SAYS THAT FAITH COMES BY HEARING THE WORD OF GOD. THEREFORE, DOUBT COMES BY HEARING THE WORD OF THE WORLD AND BELIEVING IT INSTEAD OF GOD. A SHOE MANUFACTURER WHO DECIDED TO OPEN A CONGO MARKET SENT TWO SALESMEN TO THE UNDERDEVELOPED TERRITORY. ONE SALESMAN WIRED BACK, “PROSPECT HERE-NIL, NO ONE WEARS SHOES.” THE OTHER SALESMAN REPORTED ENTHUSIASTICALLY, “MARKET POTENTIAL-TERRIFIC; EVERYONE IS BAREFOOTED!” THE FIRST SALESMAN HAD THE DOUBT OF THE WORLD; THE SECOND HAD THE BELIEF OF THE SPIRIT. WHEN GOLIATH CAME AGAINST THE ISRAELITES, THE SOLDIERS THOUGHT, “HE’S SO BIG, WE’LL NEVER KILL HIM.” DAVID LOOKED AT THE GIANT AND THOUGHT, “HE’S SO BIG, I CAN’T MISS!” THE SOLDIERS WENT BY THE DISTRUST OF THE WORLD. DAVID, HOWEVER, WENT BY THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT. SECONDLY, WE LIVE LIKE SPIRITUAL PAUPERS BECAUSE WE MISUNDERSTAND THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. TO BELIEVE A REACTOR IS LESS POWERFUL THAN A BOMB SIMPLY BECAUSE ITS POWER IS LESS OBVIOUS WOULD BE A MISTAKE. CLEARLY, REAL POWER NEED NOT ALWAYS BE SPECTACULAR, VIOLENT, OR EVEN VISIBLE. IN 1ST KINGS 19, GOD APPEARED TO ELIJAH. HE SENT A GREAT AND POWERFUL WIND, BUT THE LORD WAS NOT IN THE WIND. THEN HE SENT AN EARTHQUAKE, BUT HE WASN’T THERE EITHER. THEN CAME A FIRE, BUT STILL, GOD WASN’T IN THAT. GOD PRESENTED HIMSELF TO ELIJAH IN A GENTLE WHISPER AS VERSE 12 SAYS. SOMETIMES WE THINK THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IS ONLY MANIFESTED IN EXPLOSIVE WAYS. IF WE DON’T FEEL IT THIS WAY, THEN IT MUST NOT BE PRESENT IN OUR LIVES. THIS MISCONCEPTION IS HOW FRUSTRATION AND DOUBT OCCUR. WE PUT LIMITATIONS ON THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND HIS CAPABILITIES. WE THINK THE HOLY SPIRIT IS POWERFUL ENOUGH TO ENABLE US TO ESCAPE AN ADVERSITY, BUT NOT POWERFUL ENOUGH TO SUSTAIN US THROUGH IT.  MANY OF US ARE LIVING ON A SMALL FRACTION OF THE AUTHORITY AND POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. IT’S LIKE DRIVING AN EIGHT-CYLINDER CAR WITH ONLY TWO CYLINDERS FUNCTIONING. WE ALSO HAVE A MISUNDERSTANDING OF WHERE THE POWER COMES FROM. ZECHARIAH 4:7 SAYS, ‘NOT BY MIGHT, NOR BY POWER, BUT BY MY SPIRIT SAYS THE LORD’. NOT BY OR THROUGH ANY STRENGTH A PERSON POSSESSES, BUT ONLY THROUGH THE POWER OF GOD’S SPIRIT CAN WE ACCOMPLISH THE THINGS OF THE SPIRIT. THIRDLY, OUR DISCOURAGEMENT CAN CAUSE US TO LIVE LIKE A RICH PAUPER. OUR UNREALISTIC EXPECTATIONS OF HOW THE SPIRIT WORKS CAN CAUSE DISCOURAGEMENT WHEN WE FACE DIFFICULTIES. WE NEED TO PRAY THAT THE SPIRIT MAKES US BETTER, NOT BITTER, WHEN WE FACE SITUATIONS. SOMETIMES WE EXPECT GOD TO ACT ON OUR TIMING AND ACCORDING TO OUR WILL, INSTEAD OF ACCEPTING HIS WILL AND TIMING AS PERFECT. WE GET IMPATIENT WITH GOD’S TIMING BECAUSE WE’RE SO USED TO LIVING IN AN ‘I WANT IT YESTERDAY’ CULTURE. THROUGH TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION WE HAVE BECOME ACCUSTOMED TO HAVING THINGS FASTER AND EASIER THAN EVER BEFORE. IN SOME WAYS, THAT’S PROGRESS, BUT IN SOME WAYS, IT’S NOT. WE LIVE IN A WORLD WITH DISCOURAGING NEWS, SITUATIONS, AND DISCOURAGING PEOPLE. EVEN IN SOME OF OUR HOMES. A SOCIETAL STUDY INDICATED THAT 77% OF EVERYTHING PEOPLE THINK IS NEGATIVE AND COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. PEOPLE WHO GROW UP IN AN AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD HEAR, ‘NO’ OR ARE TOLD WHAT THEY CAN’T DO MORE THAT 148,000 TIMES BY THE TIME THEY REACH 18 YEARS OF AGE. THIS CAN RESULT IN UNINTENTIONAL, NEGATIVE PROGRAMMING THAT MUST BE OVERCOME OR WE WILL BECOME A VICTIM OF DEFEATISM. THANK GOD WE HAVE A REMEDY FOR THAT. STOP RELYING ON YOUR FEELINGS, INSIGHTS AND EVEN SOME OF YOUR FRIENDS TO FIND SOLUTIONS TO YOUR PROBLEMS. STOP TRYING TO FIGHT YOUR BATTLES USING YOUR OWN STRENGTH AND LEARN TO RELY ON THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TO GUIDE YOU THROUGH. WHICH LEADS TO THE NEXT REASON WHY WE LIVE AS RICH PAUPERS; WE LACK MOTIVATION. MANY PEOPLE LACK MOTIVATION BECAUSE THEY DON’T HAVE A HIGHER GOAL THAN PLEASING THEMSELVES. JESUS GAVE US A PURPOSE THAT TRANSCENDS OUR EARTHLY PLEASURES. WE NEED TO GET OUT OF SELF IN ORDER TO BE EFFICIENT FOR THE CAUSE OF CHRIST. NEVER LET YOURSELF GROW COMPLACENT, STALE OR LUKEWARM TO THE HIGHER CALLINGS OF GOD. MANY TIMES WE LACK MOTIVATION BECAUSE WE LOSE TOUCH WITH OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD AND WITH OTHER CHRISTIANS. MANY PEOPLE ACCEPT MEDIOCRITY BECAUSE THEY HAVEN’T SPENT TIME WITH GODLY PEOPLE WHO ARE CONSTANTLY PRESSING ON TOWARDS HIGHER GOALS. THE HOLY SPIRIT CAN’T HAVE CONTROL OF SOMEONE WHO IS CONTROLLED BY SIN. IN EPHESIANS 4:30 PAUL SAID, “AND DO NOT GRIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD, WITH WHOM YOU WERE SEALED FOR THE DAY OF REDEMPTION.” PAUL WAS TELLING THE EPHESIAN CHURCH TO LIVE AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT BY NO LONGER LIVING THE WAY THEY ONCE WERE. HE WENT ON TO LIST SOME OF THOSE FORMER WAYS, TELLING THEM TO RID THEMSELVES OF SUCH THINGS AS BITTERNESS, RAGE, AND ANGER. SUCH THINGS GRIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT. WHEN WE LOSE TOUCH WITH THE CHURCH, WE NOT ONLY GRIEVE THE HOLY SPIRIT, BUT WE ALSO QUENCH THE SPIRIT’S FIRE AS 1ST THESSALONIANS 5:19 STATES. JUST PRIOR TO THAT VERSE, PAUL TOLD THE CHURCH TO BE JOYFUL ALWAYS, PRAY CONTINUALLY, AND TO GIVE THANKS IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES. WHEN WE LOSE TOUCH WITH GOD, WE HAVE THE TENDENCY TO STOP BEING JOYFUL, PRAYING, AND BEING THANKFUL; AND WE REPLACE THAT BEHAVIOR WITH SUCH THINGS AS BITTERNESS, RAGE AND ANGER. WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT IS AT WORK IN YOU, YOU WON’T CONDONE, RATIONALIZE OR EXCUSE MORAL FAILURE. WHEN WE ARE UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, WE ARE THINKING OF AND DOING THE THINGS THAT PLEASE THE SPIRIT. I DON’T THINK ANY OF US WANTS TO LOSE THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN OUR LIVES. BUT, IN ORDER TO KEEP THAT FROM HAPPENING, WE MUST LIVE LIVES OF HOLY OBEDIENCE. REMEMBER, BEING FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT DOESN’T MEAN I HAVE MORE OF THE SPIRIT; IT MEANS THE SPIRIT HAS MORE OF ME. TODAY I’VE EXPLAINED WHY WE LIVE AS RICH PAUPERS. NEXT TIME, I’LL EXPLAIN HOW WE ARE ABLE TO GET AWAY FROM THAT AND ACCOMPLISH THE SEEMINGLY IMPOSSIBLE MISSION OF VERSE 12. LET US PRAY.

