COMMUNION MESSAGE

AS WE REFLECT ON THIS FATHER’S DAY WE OFTEN CONSIDER WHAT OUR FATHERS MEAN TO US. WE REGARD WHAT ATTRIBUTES WE FIND ADMIRABLE OR WE FOCUS ON WHATEVER TALENTS OR GIFTS HE HAS BEEN BLESSED WITH. BUT SOMETHING STRUCK ME AS I WAS PREPARING MY FATHER’S DAY CARD; I WAS IN THOUGHT ABOUT WHAT MY FATHER MEANT TO ME, BUT WHAT ABOUT WHAT I MEANT TO MY FATHER? HAVE I PUT MUCH THOUGHT INTO WHETHER OR NOT I’VE BEEN A GOOD SON IN HIS EYES? DO I DO THE THINGS THAT BRING MY FATHER HONOR? WE TAKE THIS TIME TO SHOW DAD HOW MUCH WE LOVE HIM AND RIGHTLY SO, BUT WE ALSO NEED TO EXAMINE OURSELVES AND PERHAPS HAVE THE HUMILITY TO GO TO OUR FATHERS AND ASK THEM, ‘WHAT KIND OF CHILD HAVE I BEEN? DO I TREAT YOU WITH RESPECT?’ PROVERBS 10:1 SAYS, ‘A WISE SON BRINGS JOY TO HIS FATHER, BUT A FOOLISH SON GRIEF TO HIS MOTHER.’ PROVERBS 13:1, ‘A WISE SON HEEDS HIS FATHER’S INSTRUCTION, BUT A MOCKER DOES NOT LISTEN TO REBUKE.’ PROVERBS 17:25, ‘A FOOLISH SON BRINGS GRIEF TO HIS FATHER AND BITTERNESS TO THE ONE WHO BORE HIM.’ THE SAME HOLDS TRUE FOR OUR HEAVENLY FATHER, EVEN MORE SO. AS WE WISH GOD A HAPPY FATHER’S DAY, CENTERING ON HIS GRACE, TENDERNESS AND PATIENCE, LET’S ALSO CONCENTRATE ON WHAT KIND OF CHILDREN WE’VE BEEN. HAVE WE LIVED A LIFE OF OBEDIENCE AND PRINCIPLE, OR HAVE WE FALLEN SHORT WITH REBELLION RESULTING IN DISCORD? I’VE OFTEN HEARD FATHERS EXCLAIM THAT BECAUSE OF ALL THE ASPECTS OF THE RELATIONSHIP THEY HAVE WITH THEIR CHILDREN, THEY HAVE GAINED A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF HOW GOD THE FATHER MIGHT FEEL IN DEALING WITH US, HIS CHILDREN. THEREFORE, KNOWING ALL THIS, LET’S DO WHAT IS NECESSARY TO GIVE OUR HEAVENLY FATHER AND OUR EARTHLY FATHER A HAPPY FATHER’S DAY. SHALL WE PRAY?  

