COMMUNION MESSAGE

MANY OF US HAVE SEEN THE PASSION MOVIE. PROBABLY THE MAIN MOTIVE WAS TO SHOW THE VIVID BRUTALITY WITH WHICH JESUS SUFFERED FOR US. WE HAVE THE IMAGES OF THE SEVERITY OF OUR LORD’S PHYSICAL PAIN ETCHED INTO OUR MEMORY. BUT I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE A LOOK AT THE OTHER SIDE OF THE TORMENT THAT JESUS WENT THROUGH ON OUR BEHALF, THAT IS, HIS SPIRITUAL ANGUISH. WHAT DID IT REALLY MEAN WHEN JESUS TOOK OUR SINS UPON HIM? THE PUNISHMENT FOR SINNING IS SEPARATION FROM GOD. WHAT IS THAT EXACTLY? WHAT IS IT LIKE TO BE SEPARATED FROM GOD?  GUESS WHAT? AS LONG AS WE RESIDE ON THIS EARTH, WE WILL NEVER TRULY KNOW. WHY? BECAUSE THERE IS GOD’S GOODNESS ALL AROUND US. EVEN IF YOU’RE NOT SAVED THAT DOESN’T MEAN YOU’RE FULLY ALIENATED FROM GOD. THE NON-CHRISTIAN CAN ENJOY THE BEAUTY OF NATURE JUST THE SAME AS A CHRISTIAN CAN. JUST BECAUSE A NON-CHRISTIAN DOESN’T APPRECIATE GOD’S GOODNESS, DOESN’T MEAN THEY’RE EXCLUDED FROM WITNESSING IT. SO, IN ORDER TO VIEW THE WORLD THAT IS ESTRANGED FROM GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS, WE HAVE TO TRY TO FATHOM A WORLD THAT IS PURELY EVIL. NO MATTER HOW HARD WE TRY, WE CANNOT ACHIEVE THAT LEVEL OF UNDERSTANDING BECAUSE WE HAVEN’T HAD A GLIMPSE OF IT. WE CAN TRY TO IMAGINE A PLACE THAT IS BLACKER THAN BLACK AND VOID OF ANYTHING TOLERABLE. WE ARE TOLD THAT THERE WILL BE AGONY AND WEEPING AND GNASHING OF TEETH. BUT I THINK WE’RE NOT TOLD MUCH MORE THAN THAT BECAUSE IF OUR EYES WERE OFFERED A MOMENTARY LOOK INTO WHAT IT WOULD ENTAIL, OUR PSYCHE COULDN’T HANDLE IT. BUT NOW WE NEED TO CONSIDER JESUS IN APPRECIATION FOR SUFFERING WHAT WE WILL NEVER BE ASKED TO UNDERGO.

BECAUSE EVEN IF WE WERE TO ENDURE IT FOR EVEN A MINUTE, IT WOULDN’T BE THE SAME BECAUSE JESUS STARTED OUT AT A MUCH HIGHER LEVEL THAN WHERE WE ARE. HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH THE FATHER WAS CLOSER THAN OURS COULD EVER BE. THEREFORE, HIS DEGREE OF SEPARATION IS GREATER THAN ANYONE’S. SO, IF YOU WANT TO KNOW HOW SEVERE AND DETRIMENTAL DIVISION FROM GOD IS CONSIDER THIS- IN THE SCRIPTURES ACCOUNT OT THE SUFFERINGS OF JESUS WE SEE THAT JESUS DIDN’T CRY OUT WHEN HE WAS BEATEN, HE DIDN’T CRY OUT WHEN HE WAS FLOGGED, HE DIDN’T CRY OUT WHEN HE WAS NAILED. HE DIDN’T CRY OUT UNDER ALL THIS INTENSE, PHYSICAL TORTURE. INSTEAD, HE SCREAMED AT ONLY ONE POINT; WHEN GOD TURNED HIS BACK AND DESERTED HIM. IF THIS IS HOW JESUS REACTED WHEN HE WAS DIVIDED FROM GOD, WHAT SHOULD OUR RESPONSE BE IN KNOWING THAT? LET US PRAY.

*GOD, IN HIS INFINITE WISDOM COULD HAVE PROVIDED ANOTHER WAY, YET HE CHOSE NOT TO. GOD SUFFERED SEPARATION AS WELL AS JESUS.

*THANK JESUS FOR OBEYING THE FATHER’S WILL, TRUSTING THAT GOD STILL LOVED HIM DESPITE WHAT HE WAS ALLOWING HIM TO ENDURE. 
