COMMUNION MESSAGE

IN MATTHEW 7:13&14 JESUS SAID THAT WE ARE TO ENTER THROUGH THE NARROW GATE AND WALK THE NARROW PATH. THE WIDE GATE AND THE BROAD ROAD LEAD TO DESTRUCTION, BUT THE SMALL GATE AND THE NARROW ROAD LEAD TO ETERNAL LIFE.  BUT HOW DO WE STAY ON THAT NARROW ROAD ONCE WE’RE ON IT? THE ANSWER IS FOUND IN JESUS’ WORDS IN LUKE 9:23, “IF ANYONE WOULD COME AFTER ME, HE MUST DENY HIMSELF AND TAKE UP HIS CROSS DAILY AND FOLLOW ME.” WE HAVE TO SACRIFICE OUR DESIRES AND WANTS FOR THE BETTER OF THE KINGDOM ON A DAILY BASIS. DOING THE WILL OF CHRIST NEEDS TO BE HABITUAL AND A CONSTANT IN OUR LIVES. OUR SPIRITUAL JOY NEEDS TO BE PRESENT AND STEADY IN ORDER TO SHOW LOVE TO OUR FELLOW HUMAN BEINGS IN MEETING THEIR NEEDS AND SHARING THEIR BURDENS. BUT OFTEN WE STRAY AWAY FROM THE DAILY ROUTINE OF FOLLOWING JESUS. IT CAN START WITH THINGS LIKE MISSING YOUR DAILY TIME IN PRAYER AND STUDY AND SKIPPING BIBLE STUDIES AND CHURCH ON SUNDAY. IF WE PERSIST IN THINGS SUCH AS THESE THEY BECOME EASIER TO DO AS TIME GOES ON. BEFORE WE KNOW IT WE END UP GETTING TO THE POINT OF FORSAKING MEETING TOGETHER WITH FELLOW CHRISTIANS AND WE HAVE REPLACED HAVING A REGULAR COMMUNION TIME WITH GOD WITH OTHER SEEMINGLY IMPORTANT DUTIES THAT DEMAND OUT TIME AND EFFORT. YOU’RE FAMILIAR WITH THE SOBRIETY TESTS THAT POLICE OFFICERS ADMINISTER TO DRIVERS UNDER THE INFLUENCE. ONE OF THE THINGS THEY HAVE THEM DO IS SEE IF THEY CAN WALK A STRAIGHT LINE. IF YOU’RE SOBER, YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO DO THIS QUITE EASILY. BUT IF YOU’RE DRUNK, THIS BECOMES EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO MANAGE. IT’S THE SAME WITH OUR SPIRITUAL WALK. IF WE’RE SOBER MINDED IT’S MUCH EASIER TO WALK THAT SPIRITUAL LINE THAN IT WOULD BE IF WE LET OUR MINDS BECOME POLLUTED BY THE WORLD. THANKFULLY, HOWEVER, WE HAVE A GRACIOUS AND LOVING GOD WHO IS PATIENT WITH US IF OUR ONCE STRAIGHT AND NARROW HABITS HAVE BEEN REPLACED WITH WIDE AND BROAD ONES. (READ SILENT SERMON DAILY BREAD) EZEKIEL 34:16 SAYS THAT GOD SEARCHES FOR THE LOST AND BRINGS BACK THE STRAYS. HE BINDS UP THE INJURED AND STRENGTHENS THE WEAK. AS WE GO TO THE FATHER IN PRAYER, THANKING JESUS FOR HIS ULTIMATE SACRIFICE, LET’S EXAMINE OURSELVES AND SEE EXACTLY WHAT PATH WE’RE FOLLOWING. LET US PRAY.

