PAGE  
1

FOUNDATIONS CLASS-EVANGELISM
1) What does it mean to evangelize? Evangelize-1) to convert somebody or the people of an area to Christianity, especially by preaching or missionary work. 2) To try to persuade other people to share enthusiasm for specific beliefs and ideals. When we evangelize we are sharing the gospel, trying to win someone to Jesus. We are trying to get people to see their need for salvation. 

2) “To share enthusiasm”. Enthusiasm: 1) passionate interest in or eagerness to do something. 2) Something that arouses a consuming interest. Synonyms: eagerness, fervor, passion, zeal. Zeal-energetic and unflagging enthusiasm, especially for a cause or idea. Synonyms: enthusiasm, passion, fervor, eagerness. If we’re going to be evangelistic we need to have the heartfelt desire to do so. If we are going to be able to win people over to Christ they have to see how passionate Jesus is to us. What would get in the way of my passion for Jesus? Fear, apathy, unrealistic expectations, sin, lack of involvement.
3) There’s no specific way we need to evangelize. There’s no cookie cutter formula. There may be only one gospel, one way, but there are different ways we can share the Way. What are some of the ways we can evangelize? 

· Evangelism through relationship building. Studies have shown people who don’t regularly attend church are reluctant to come to a worship service alone. But the same studies reveal over 90 percent of Americans say they want to learn more about the Bible. One of the best ways we can reach people for Christ is through building a relationship with them. Here we are getting top know their likes and dislikes. We are learning about their history; specifically their religious history. In this we will better know what approach to use with them. We will know in what areas we need to show more sensitivity.  
· Evangelism through divine opportunities. Many times we will be faced with an opportunity to share Christ in opportunities like in a doctor’s waiting room or in the line at the store. Even through a robbery. A story is told of a thief who robbed John Wesley. While the thief walked away, Wesley shouted, "If you should someday come to your senses and know what you have done is wrong, turn to God for forgiveness through Jesus Christ." If we have the promise of Heaven, because we belong to Jesus, then every situation in our lives is an opportunity to bring others into Heaven with us. Col. 4:5-6.
· Evangelism through opposition. 2nd Tim. 2:23-26. Sometimes the ones we encounter are antagonistic toward Jesus and are ready for a theological debate. We have to be careful not to get caught up in an argument where someone isn’t looking for the truth, they just want to argue. But, when someone is asking serious, thought provoking, inquisitive questions we need to be prepared with an answer. 1st Peter 3:15-16. But, we need to be gentle and respectful when we answer someone. Jude verse 22, “Be merciful to those who doubt.” Eph. 4:15 says we are to speak the truth in love. What do I do if I don’t have the answers? Be honest about it and tell the person you will try to find the answers and get back to them. Some questions we will not have answers to; that’s just the reality of it. 
· Evangelism through action. 1st Pet. 2:11-12. Sometimes we will have the opportunity to evangelize with our deeds. In CONSPIRACY OF KINDNESS, Steve Sjogren (pronounced “SHOW-GREN”) tells the true story of Joe Delaney and his eight-year-old son, Jared, who were playing catch in their backyard. “Jared asked, ‘Dad is there a God?’ “Joe replied that he went to church only a few times when he was a kid; he really had no idea. “Jared ran into the house. ‘I’ll be right back!’ he yelled. “Moments later he returned with a helium balloon from the circus, a pen, and an index card. ‘I’m going to send God an airmail message,’ Jared explained: ‘Dear God,’ wrote Jared, ‘if You are real, and You are there, send people who know you to Dad and me.’ “‘God, I hope You’re watching,’ Joe thought, as they watched the balloon and message sail away. “Two days later, Joe and Jared pulled into a wash sponsored by Sjogren’s church. When Joe asked, ‘How much?’ Sjogren answered, ‘It’s free. No strings attached. We just want to show God’s love in a practical way.’ “‘Are you guys Christians, the kind of Christians who believe in God?’ Joe asked. “Sjogren said, ‘Yes, we’re that kind of Christians.’ From that encounter, Steve led Joe to faith in Christ. Many people may be only one act of kindness from meeting a true Christian”.
4) Being a good communicator is important in being a good evangelizer. What can help us in being a better communicator? Being a good listener (Prov. 18:13), thinking before we speak (Prov. 12:18, 13:3), knowing when to speak (Prov. 15:23, 16:23), knowing when to stop talking (Prov. 10:19, 17:14), being an encourager (Prov. 12:25, 16:21, 24), resolving issues (Prov. 15:1). 
5) Is every Christian supposed to evangelize or is that the minister’s job? Evangelism is not an option for the Christian. Matt. 10:26-33, 28:20, 2nd Cor. 5:16-20, 2nd Tim. 4:5. But what about Eph. 4:11? Every Christian needs to spread the gospel but there are some who have the gift of evangelism like Billy Graham where they are called to make evangelism their job.
6) What are some of the blessings we receive from evangelism? Prov. 11:30. We are bearing fruit when we evangelize. When we win souls for Jesus we are contributing toward wisdom both for ourselves and the ones we win for Jesus. Prov. 14:25. When we are evangelizing we are giving someone the opportunity to save their life. Being an evangelizer is being a lifesaver. The gospel rescues people from the pit of hell. Isaiah 52:7. As an evangelizer, we have the words of life. We have the cure for spiritual cancer. We bring the good news. We bring spiritual food and drink to hungry and thirsty souls. 
7) Philip the evangelist. Acts 6:1-5. Philip was one the special seven; chosen to do special work for God. 8:26-40. What do you notice about this encounter that helped Philip to be a good evangelist? He was controlled by the Holy Spirit (29), he asked questions (30), He went deeper (34-35), he finished the job (38-39). 21:8. 20 years had passed from the Ethiopian encounter and Phillip is still in Caesarea. By now he was known as an evangelist and had four special daughters.
