LORD’S SUPPER-January 23rd, 2011
Who killed Jesus? For centuries the Jews alone have been held responsible. Unfortunately people are still prejudiced against Jews for this reason. Actually, there are various people who could be held responsible. The Jewish leaders were responsible because they told Pilate to let Jesus’ blood be upon them. The crowd was responsible because they shouted, “crucify them”. Pilate, who is a non-Jew, is responsible because he could have let him go. And what about Judas? Then there’s us?  What do you mean? I wasn’t there; I had nothing to do with it. Whose sin did Jesus go to the cross for? Yeah but I wouldn’t have shouted, ‘crucify him’. Says who? The sinful nature is opposed to Christ. Those who shouted ‘crucify him’ were acting according to the sinful nature. In our sinful nature, we want nothing to do with Jesus. The sinful nature in us wants to kill Jesus. Jesus was crucified because our sin put him there. In Rembrandt’s painting of the crucifixion, you see the crowd there and their attitudes reflected in their faces and body language. But, almost hidden from view is a figure, back in the shadows. It is Rembrandt himself. He saw himself there. I wrote a play when I was in North Syracuse called, ‘Guilt by Association’. Although we weren’t there shouting, ‘crucify him’, although we didn’t physically drive the nails into his hands, we are just as responsible as those who did. Since Jesus died for my sin, we are connected to Jesus’ death by our sin. Therefore I am guilty by association. In Mel Gibson’s movie, ‘The Passion of the Christ’ there was a scene where they were nailing Jesus to the cross.  The scene showed a man’s hand holding a spike above Jesus’ hand. And the other hand was holding a hammer and lowering it to drive the spike through. This hand was Mel’s. On a website dedicated to the movie it was stated, ‘It is symbolic of the fact that he holds himself accountable first and foremost for Christ’s death’. We need to see the hammer in our hand. We need to realize our guilt. Isaiah 53:5, “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.”


