LORD’S SUPPER

1ST TIMOTHY 1:15&16, “HERE IS A TRUSTWORTHY SAYING THAT DESERVES FULL ACCEPTANCE: CHRIST JESUS CAME INTO THE WORLD TO SAVE SINNERS-OF WHOM I AM THE WORST. BUT FOR THAT VERY REASON I WAS SHOWN MERCY SO THAT IN ME, THE WORST OF SINNERS, CHRIST JESUS MIGHT DISPLAY HIS UNLIMITED PATIENCE AS AN EXAMPLE FOR THOSE WHO WOULD BELIEVE ON HIM AND RECEIVE ETERNAL LIFE.” BEFORE PAUL WAS A CHRISTIAN, HE WAS STRONGLY OPPOSED TO CHRISTIANITY. ACTS 8:1 SAYS THAT HE GAVE APPROVAL TO THE KILLING OF STEPHEN. AND IN VERSE THREE WE’RE TOLD THAT PAUL BEGAN TO DESTROY THE CHURCH BY HAVING MEN AND WOMEN DRAGGED OFF TO PRISON. HOWEVER, LOOKING BACK ON HIS DRAMATIC CONVERSION AND TRANSFORMATION, PAUL COULD BETTER UNDERSTAND JESUS’ COMPASSION THAT HE WOULD BE WILLING TO DIE FOR ONE WHO WAS SUCH A FORCE AGAINST HIM. THIS SELF PROCLAIMED ‘CHIEF OF SINNERS’ RECOGNIZED THE DEPTH OF MERCY HE HAD RECEIVED. HE THOUGHT OF HIMSELF AS THE MOST UNDESERVING OF SINNERS, YET GOD CHOSE TO BLESS HIM ANYWAY. I LIKE HOW PAUL USED THE PHRASE, ‘UNLIMITED PATIENCE’. IT’S COMFORTING TO HEAR THAT. PAUL TEACHES THAT JESUS’ UNLIMITED PATIENCE WITH HIM, THE WORST OF SINNERS, WAS AN EXAMPLE FOR THOSE WHO WOULD BELIEVE ON JESUS AND RECEIVE ETERNAL LIFE. THE EXAMPLE FOR US IS THAT NO MATTER HOW GREAT A SINNER YOU ARE, JESUS IS READY TO FORGIVE; IF ONLY YOU WOULD HUMBLE YOURSELF, REPENT AND BECOME BAPTIZED INTO HIS NAME. AS WE TAKE THE BREAD AND THE JUICE, LET’S GIVE THANKS TO JESUS FOR HIS SACRIFICE, FOR HIS MERCY AND FOR HIS UNLIMITED PATIENCE WITH US, THE WORST OF SINNERS.

