LORD’S SUPPER—December 12th, 2010
The bible speaks about making and keeping vows. A vow is a solemn promise made to God to perform or to abstain from performing a certain thing. One of the vows one could make was a vow of devotion. You could devote yourself to the Lord. Vows were entirely voluntary, however, once you made a vow you were obligated to keep it. Numbers 30:2, “When a man makes a vow to the Lord or takes an oath to obligate himself by a pledge, he must not break his word but must do everything he said.” Those of us who are correctly taking this Lord’s Supper are ones who have learned what the vow is, what the commitment to the Lord is and have voluntarily bound themselves by this oath. The vow to totally devote themselves to the Lord. I was speaking with someone this week about married couples renewing their wedding vows. When a couple renews their vows they are recommitting themselves again. They are reaffirming the vows they made to each other on their wedding day. Then I thought: that’s what we do every week at the Lord’s table. We renew our vows; we reaffirm our commitment. Since the church is the bride of Christ this seems like a totally appropriate thing to do. And, in essence, the same vows you might hear in a wedding ceremony can be the ones we consider as the bride of Christ. Do we propose to love, honor and cherish Jesus? And, even though it’s not used in a wedding ceremony anymore it completely applies to us: do we pledge to obey? Do we take Jesus for richer or poorer? Will we serve him in sickness and in health? Will we make Jesus our one and only for the rest of our life? But there is one important difference to point out. The traditional wedding vows end with, ‘until death do you part’. Not so with the vow we make to Jesus. There is no parting at our death, only everlasting life with our bridegroom, Jesus. Let us take the bread and the cup and renew our vows.

