LORD’S SUPPER

MAY 17TH, 2009

Read John 6:28-35, 41&42, 51-56, 60. The Jews said they wanted this true bread from heaven (vs. 34). But when Jesus told them that He was the bread of life, they changed their mind. Then Jesus said some serious words concerning his flesh and blood. The Jews were arguing about it and even some of his own disciples were having great difficulty with it. Notice that verse 60 says, “This is a hard teaching, who can accept it?” It wasn’t that it was hard to understand as much as it was hard to accept. The sad reality of verse 66 points this out. We are faced with the same challenge today. When we take communion we are not only remembering his sacrifice, we are also recognizing our sacrifice. When we partake of the bread and the juice, we are connecting ourselves to his flesh and blood. Which means we are connecting ourselves to his sacrificial lifestyle. He came to serve which means we have come to serve. As He came to offer himself to us, we now come to offer ourselves to him. Eating his flesh and drinking his blood is a metaphor depicting the complete connection, the complete allegiance, the complete sacrifice of our will for his. Jesus used these extreme words to declare what his followers were doing when they became born again. No, we aren’t literally eating his flesh and drinking his blood, but when we come to the table we are reiterating our willingness to surrender our flesh, our blood, our life to him. We are associated not with the ones that turned away, but rather with Peter, who, when Jesus asked of his Apostles in vs 67 if they wanted to leave too, answered in vs. 68&69, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

