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As Memorial Day approaches, our thoughts turn to those who risked their lives to establish and preserve our national freedom. We honor the bravery and sacrificial spirit of the men and women of the armed forces who engaged in bloody battles for America’s sake. “It was a few weeks before Christmas 1917. The beautiful snowy landscapes of Europe were blackened by war. The trenches on one side held the Germans and on the other side the trenches were filled with Americans. It was World War I. The exchange of gunshots was intense. Separating them was a very narrow strip of no-man’s-land. A young German soldier attempting to cross that no-man’s-land had been shot and had become entangled in the barbed wire. He cried out in anguish, then in pain he continued to whimper. Between the shells all the Americans in that sector could hear him scream. When one American soldier could stand it no longer, he crawled to that German soldier. When the Americans realized what he was doing they stopped firing, but the Germans continued. Then a German officer realized what the young American was doing and he ordered his men to cease firing. Now there was a weird silence across the no-man’s-land. On his stomach, the American made his way to that German soldier and disentangled him. He stood up with the German in his arms, walked straight to the German trenches and placed him in the waiting arms of his comrades. Having done so, he turned and started back to the American trenches. Suddenly there was a hand on his shoulder that spun him around. There stood a German officer who had won the Iron Cross, the highest German honor for bravery. He jerked it from his own uniform and placed it on the American, who walked back to the American trenches. That German soldier was thankful for that American soldier’s sacrifice.” Every year we set aside a special day to commemorate the heroics of our military personnel. Every Sunday we gather to remember the ultimate act of bravery. We are here to commemorate our supreme hero-Jesus. As a soldier’s sacrifice establishes American freedom, Jesus’ sacrifice establishes our spiritual freedom. For some, Memorial Day means little more than a day off from work and an opportunity to go to a Bar-b-que. But for those who are directly connected to someone who died in service to our country Memorial Day means much more. For some, Sunday means nothing more than a day off from work. But for those of us who are directly connected to the one who died in service to the world, Sunday means much more. We take the bread and the cup to remember that Jesus saved our life. 

