LORD’S SUPPER—Nov. 28th, 2010
1st Corinthians 10:16, “The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not participation in the body of Christ?” Webster says that to participate is, “to share in.” Thesaurus: contribution, input, involvement, membership. In participating in the Lord’s Supper we realize we are members of his body. When we take communion we are sharing in the sacrifice of Jesus in that we who are his have committed ourselves to sharing in his sufferings that we might also share in his glory. In this participation each week we recertify our involvement in the carrying on of his redemptive work. Family Bible Notes commentary for this verse says, “Partaking of the Lord's supper is a solemn public profession of friendship to Christ, and devotion to his service. All who unite in it should be especially careful to avoid not only the reality, but the appearance of evil, and to adorn their profession by habitual holiness of life and conversation.” This participation in the body and blood means we are linked with Christ, we are attached to Him. When we partake of the Lord’s Supper we are declaring our special, unparalleled union with him. Taking communion is not just something we do, it’s a connection we have.
2nd Cor. 9:10-12. Our generosity with what God has blessed us with provides the opportunity for someone to give thanks to God. Our act of service in helping to support God’s work through the local church results in many expressions of thanks to God from the people whose lives are touched. As we remember Thanksgiving, we have the ability, through our generosity, to be a blessing to others and provide an opportunity for someone to acknowledge and praise God. What better blessing can there be from our generosity?
