LORD’S SUPPER(OCTOBER 25TH, 2009

Lee Eclov, in the sermon ‘The Agony of Victory’, wrote, “Some years ago, a 14-foot bronze crucifix was stolen from Calvary Cemetery in Little Rock, Arkansas. It had stood at the entrance to that cemetery for more than 50 years. The cross was put there in 1930 by a Catholic bishop and had been valued at the time at $10,000. The thieves apparently cut it off at its base and hauled it off in a pick-up. Police speculate that they cut it into small pieces and sold it for scrap. The thieves figured that the 900-pound cross probably brought about $450. They obviously didn't realize the value of that cross. That is the problem, of course—understanding the value of the cross. As the gospel writers relate the story of Jesus' crucifixion, the theme that runs through all the details is rejection. Not only did people not see the value of Jesus, they also didn't understand the value of his death. May we not be so blind!” How much is it worth to you? Matthew 13:44-46, “The Kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.” Jesus isn’t suggesting that we can buy salvation. Rather he is emphasizing its value. It’s worth more than anything. Paul understood this. He wrote in Philippians 3:7&8, “But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ.” Jesus said in Mark 8:36, “What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?” Do we value the cross? Do we consider everything else loss compared to knowing Christ as Savior and Lord? Is salvation the most important thing in our lives? How much is the cross worth to us?
