LORD’S SUPPER(September 20th, 2009

Clara Barton, the founder of the Red Cross, was never known to hold resentment against anyone. One time a friend recalled to her an especially cruel thing that had happened to her some years previously, but Clara seemed not to remember the incident. "Don't you remember the wrong that was done you?" the friend asked Clara. She answered calmly, "No, I distinctly remember forgetting that." God said in Hebrews 8:12, “For I will forgive their wickedness and remember their sins no more.” God’s truth declares that our sins are no longer an issue. The forgiveness we have received is complete. Yet, we sometimes do a good job at drudging up the past, allowing it to haunt us. George Arthur Buttrick, noted preacher of the last century, said, "God does not wish us to remember what he is willing to forget." Satan wants us to think that there is a limit to God’s forgiveness. Satan doesn’t want us to believe that God has forgotten our sins. Satan wants to keep us remembering what God has forgotten. Satan wants to keep us stuck in guilt. Satan wants us to think that he’s still able to bring accusations against us. The reality, however, is that although we need to have godly sorrow regarding the sins we commit and we need to process and deal with them, we are no longer judged by them. We have been declared, ‘not guilty’. Because of Jesus, God’s wrath toward our sin is appeased. As we take the bread and the cup, let’s thank God and trust God that our sins are forgiven and forgotten through Jesus. 

