MATERIALISM
Matt. 6:19-34.

· 19-21. 

1. What does the phrase, ‘store up’ mean? Accumulate an abundance of. Therefore, Jesus isn’t saying it’s wrong to have material things. He’s saying it’s wrong to have the mindset to accumulate an abundance of possessions with the thought of them being my security, passion and joy; my ‘treasure’. But rather, my joy and passion needs to be found in the treasures stored up in heaven. Luke 12:13-21. Note what follows: the ‘do not worry’ passage. Note vs. 32-34. Vs. 32, ‘do not be afraid’. How does fear play a role in us being materialistic? Because fear drives us to think we need to accumulate more and more in case something happens. If one gets broken it’s okay I have five more to replace it. But what if someone else is in need of one? Will I be willing to let go of one? Or will I continue to justify why I need all that I have?
2. Name some ‘treasures of heaven’. Salvation (Matt 13:44-46), the Gospel (2nd Cor. 4:1-7), helping others [but what is my motive?- ‘Jane Joseph’], (Matt. 19:16-22), wisdom (Prov. 2:1-6), generosity [toward the kingdom of God?] (1st Tim. 6:17-19), having the fruit of the Spirit.
3. Eccl. 2:1-11, 12:13-14. 
· Vs. 1-4. What is Solomon ultimately trying to determine? In verse one he says, ‘to find what is good’, and in verse 4 he says, ‘to see what is worthwhile for men to do’. Ultimately, he’s trying to determine if what the world has to offer brings true happiness.
· Vs. 4-10. Solomon says in 9, as well as vs. 3 that wisdom was guiding him. What does that mean? Although he was allowing himself to partake of the world’ pleasures, it was more experimental than sinful. He hadn’t lost all sense about himself which is what would normally fuel a person when diving headfirst into a pleasure seeking adventure.
· Vs. 11. Why would Solomon conclude that all he had done was meaningless? Because it didn’t bring him true happiness. He had invested all this time and effort and resources into things that didn’t satisfy.
· 12:13. How do you think Solomon came to this conclusion? Although the world can bring pleasure, only God brings wisdom. Solomon understood that when he responded to God allowing him to ask for whatever he wished why he chose wisdom. Also, God is the source of all joy and a life centered on him will bring the desires of our heart our way just as God gave Solomon riches as well as wisdom because his heart was set on seeking first the kingdom of God.
· 12:14. why do you think the book of Ecclesiastes ends with this verse? Because no matter what happens, at the end of all things we will stand before the judgment seat of God. We will give an account of every intent, desire and deed. What will we have spent our life pursuing? Where will our treasure be?
4. Isaiah 33:5-6. What do you make of these verses? God will be my foundation, not my material wealth, God is the source of salvation, wisdom and knowledge, not anything the world has to offer. How does the fear of the Lord the key to these treasures? Without respecting the Lord we won’t believe that he is the true source of these things. The fear of the Lord brings a life centered on his commandments. Prov. 1:7, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline.” Fools despise it because they want to be able to have the things of the world, a life centered on self, not God, be the source of everything.
· 22-23. 
1. Explain how the eye is a lamp of the body? Whatever my eyes take in fills my mind and heart. I need to be careful what I allow my eyes to see. 
2. What determines whether my eyes are good or bad? The sins of the eyes are lust, greed, covetousness and others. The eyes are important in that if my eyes are bad (taking in bad things) my whole being will be dark. But if I prevent my eyes from viewing things it shouldn’t and rather focus on the wonder of the beauty of creation or having compassionate eyes for the needy and eyes to see the Spirit of God at work and not be blinded by materialism then my being will be full of the light of Christ.
3. How do these verses fit with 19-21? If my eyes are full of covetous desires and greed then my heart will be bent on building up treasures in heaven, which is darkness. But if my eyes are focused on godly things then my treasure will be in heaven which is light.
· 24.
1. How does this verse fit in with the above ones? My heart will be focused on one master. I can’t be full of darkness and light. It will be one or the other (if the light within you is darkness how great is that darkness?). We cannot be deceived to think that we can serve two masters.
Romans 15:26-28, 1st Cor. 9:11, 1st John 3:16-24, Matt. 23:25-26, Eze. 33:30-32.
Eph 5:3 says that there should not be a hint of greed because it is improper for God’s holy people.

Col. 3:5 says we are to put to death greed because it belongs to our earthly nature.
