MEDITATION MESSAGE: SEPT. 4TH, 2005

AS MOST OF YOU KNOW BY NOW, A WEEK AGO MY WIFE GAVE BIRTH TO OUR SON, SHAUN. THAT PROMPTED ME TO FOCUS THIS MEDITATION ON GOD’S FATHERLY LOVE. IN HOSEA 11:1 GOD SAID, “WHEN ISRAEL WAS A CHILD, I LOVED HIM.” IN VERSE THREE GOD SAID, “IT WAS I WHO TAUGHT EPHRAIM TO WALK, TAKING THEM BY THE ARMS.” AND IN VERSE FOUR HE SAID, “I LED THEM WITH CORDS OF HUMAN KINDNESS, WITH TIES OF LOVE; I LIFTED THE YOLK FROM THEIR NECK AND BENT DOWN TO FEED THEM.”  THIS IS A TENDER DISPLAY OF GOD AS A COMPASSIONATE FATHER. WHEN WE BECOME BORN AGAIN, WE TOO NEED TO LEARN HOW TO WALK IN THE SPIRIT. THANK GOD FOR HIS LOVING KINDNESS AND PATIENCE TOWARDS US. HE KNOWS WE’RE GOING TO STUMBLE. HE KNOWS WE FIRST NEED TO CRAWL BEFORE WE CAN WALK. AND HE KNOWS WE FIRST NEED TO WALK BEFORE WE CAN RUN. PROVERBS 22:6 SAYS, “TRAIN A CHILD IN THE WAY HE SHOULD GO AND WHEN HE IS OLD HE WILL NOT TURN FROM IT.” LOOKING AT THIS FROM GOD’S PERSPECTIVE CONCERNING US, HIS CHILDREN, WE TOO NEED TO BE TRAINED IN THE WAY WE SHOULD GO. AND WHEN WE ARE OLD OR MATURE IN OUR FAITH, LET US BE WISE AND NOT TURN FROM THE DIRECTION OF OUR FATHER. TODAY, LET US PRAISE OUR HEAVENLY FATHER FOR HIS AFFECTIONATE CONCERN AS HE CAREFULLY RAISES US, HIS BELOVED CHILDREN. LET US PRAY. 

