MEDITATION MESSAGE(APRIL 19TH, 2009

Isaiah 55:8&9, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Do you ever get frustrated when you can’t figure God out? You might read something in scripture that doesn’t fit with your idea of God or you have a hard time accepting what God does or allows. The mysteriousness of God doesn’t have to be irritating. Rather we can see it as exciting and beneficial. In an article titled, ‘Preaching the mystery of God’, Mark Galli uses his relationship with his wife to illustrate this point. He writes, “As I started to fall in love with the woman who was to become my wife, I became increasingly fascinated with her. I wanted to know what books she liked, what hobbies she enjoyed, what her favorite color was. I wondered what her family was like, if she had previous boyfriends, and what goals she had for her life. The more I probed, the more I became curious. When I learned she had two sisters and a brother, I wanted to know how she got along with each. And once I found that out, I wanted to know why. There came a time in our marriage when, sadly, Barbara no longer seemed a mystery to me. I thought I pretty much had her figured out. I knew her so well, she began to grate on me—her opinions, her habits, and her turns of phrase were all so predictable! Instead of longing to be with her more and more, I wanted to get away.” It’s good that we can’t figure out everything about God. If God were always predictable, he wouldn’t be God! If he were predictable we would become less interested in him. We wouldn’t pursue him as passionately, we wouldn’t seek to know him more. Have you ever experienced the joy that comes from God revealing something new about himself to you? Whether it’s opening up his word in a fresh way or allowing you to see into an aspect of his character or when you yourself exhibit a virtue of his holiness, you get to feel that connectedness and that special closeness in a deeper way. We get to spend a lifetime getting to know God more intimately. We get the privilege of being able to pursue higher thoughts and higher ways. That’s motivating and exhilarating. The mystery of God is a good thing. Let’s thank God for his mysteriousness.

