MEDITATION MESSAGE—JUNE 7TH, 2009
1st John 4:16 says that God is love. And when we think of God’s love we think of 1st Corinthians 13 and all the attributes of love listed there. We can easily see how God’s love is shown in how he’s patient with us, merciful toward us and faithful toward us. We see his love displayed in various ways but there’s one expression of God’s love that we might not readily think about. That is, God’s discipline. Heb. 12:6 says that ‘God disciplines those he loves’. God’s discipline is a show of his love. He could let us continue in our folly but since he loves us, he will do what he needs to do to get our attention so that we will stop hurting ourselves and others. Heb. 12:10 says that ‘God disciplines us for our good so that we may share in his holiness’. Living according to our own will leads us down a path of destruction. God’s desire is to turn us away from that and lead us down a path that leads to holiness. And verse 11 acknowledges that ‘no discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. But, if we are willing to be trained by it, God’s discipline will produce a harvest of righteousness and peace’. Going our own direction leads to wickedness and chaos. God wants us to experience righteousness and peace. Although we might not think of God’s discipline as a good thing, as an act of his love, it really is, in so many ways. Let us give thanks for God’s discipline. 

