MEDITATION(February 22nd, 2009

We can be oblivious to the pitfalls of life. And sometimes what seems to be the most logical and reasonable route to take is not the best. When we don’t seek and rely on God’s guidance we end up getting taken by surprise and hit a landmine. Then we have to suffer the damage we’ve incurred from our dangerous encounter. But when we seek God’s guidance in our decision-making we invite the wisdom that knows and sees all. When the Israelites fled Egypt and headed toward the Red Sea they were guided by God. Exodus 13:21, “By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night.” Later, as the Israelites were forming their encampments and getting ready to set out they were obedient to the Lord’s guidance. Numbers 9:17, “Whenever the cloud lifted from above the tent, the Israelites set out; whenever the cloud settled, the Israelites encamped.” They didn’t travel guided by their own understanding; they completely relied on God’s timing and direction. I’m sure sometimes they were tempted to move or stop based on how they were seeing things but they remained obedient to God’s perfect timing. As we face unsure economic times, we need God’s guidance. We need his guidance when we’re faced with job changes, buying and selling and changing locations. We need his guidance regarding relationships, child rearing and money management. Christians today may not be guided by pillars of cloud and fire, but we do have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit who guides us into all truth. The truth of God’s word guides us when we’re faced with tough choices. Jesus is the good shepherd who leads his sheep. We can trust his guidance. Without it, we’ll be confused, frustrated, wandering and lost. Let’s thank God for his guidance. 

