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OBEDIENCE
INTRODUCTION: Sing ‘Obedience’ song. Elements of the song are in the sermon.
1) Why are we disobedient? We try to obey but we keep messing up. Why?

· We have a lack of faith. We think if we just try harder we will succeed. Trying harder isn’t going to work. Why? Because when I try harder I’m relying on me, not God. And this concept stems from a lack of faith. In Rom. 1:5, Paul said he was calling people to the obedience that comes from faith. When we respond to the gospel we are responding in faith. We believed Jesus when he said we must be born again. Our faith led us to accept that he was the only way. We were obedient to the calling of God to repent and be baptized. But now we need to see that our ongoing obedience is a faith issue also. When we are disobedient we are saying we don’t believe God. We don’t believe that he will punish disobedience. We don’t believe that he’s got something better for us if we obey. We don’t have the faith that believes that he’s really providing a way out for me in my temptations. We don’t have the faith that trusts in him and his power to overcome. I just need to try harder. I need to do this in my own strength. When we do that we’re telling God, ‘I have more faith in me than I do you’. When we rely on our own strength to be obedient we will always fail. Disobedience comes from a lack of faith. 

· Our obedience is contingent. Conditional obedience never works. It will never be consistent. If we try to use our obedience as a bargaining chip we are looking at it from a completely wrong perspective. We shouldn’t think we can make deals with God. “If you do this for me I’ll obey you.” Or we obey God just so long as he continues to come through for us. But, since we’re fickle, the minute something doesn’t go our way we’re like, “Oh, that’s the way you want to be? Fine, I’ll show you. I’m going to do things my way now.” We might as well say, “Fine. I’ll show you; I’ll hurt me.” God is hurt over our disobedience but the real person we’re hurting is ourselves. If our obedience is contingent on God doing things for us then we will never be consistent. And whatever obedience there is will be done with ulterior motives so even in our obedience we are being disobedient. 
· Our obedience is obligatory. When our obedience merely stems from an attitude of necessity it’s not going to last. When we approach God’s commands like, “I’ve got to do this” or, “I don’t get to do that” we will be miserable. Plus, we are failing to see the benefit to obedience. Perhaps our obedience is due to fear of consequence. This is also not good. Although we should be taking consequences into consideration, God wishes that our obedience would stem from our love for him, not our fear of him. 1st John 5:3, “This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome.” John isn’t saying that obedience is easy. He’s saying that the commands of God are not a burden to us; they are a blessing to us. We shouldn’t think of it like, ‘oh, I don’t get to that anymore’. It should be, ‘thanks be to God because I’ve been set free from doing that anymore’. We need to see it from the Psalmist’s point of view when he said in Psalm 119:129, “Your statutes are wonderful; therefore I obey them.” If we understand the blessing that comes from obedience we will succeed but if our obedience is done solely because we feel an obligation to God then we will fail. 
· We’re deceived. Gen. 3:1-6. Satan was able to get Eve to disobey God by convincing her that God was a liar and he was trying to keep something good from her. Satan deceived Eve and he tries to deceive us by using the same tactics of deception. We think when God gives us a command to not do something he’s depriving us. We think we’re missing out. When Satan can get us to think of obedience as a bad thing, as a constriction, something to be resistant toward, then he’s succeeded. We need to realize that when we’re being deceived we have a lack of understanding. Psalm 119:104, “I gain understanding from your precepts; therefore I hate every wrong path.” When we follow God’s commands we will gain understanding and not be deceived into thinking that the things that are evil are actually good. We will see sin in its true ugliness and hate it. We will hate every wrong path and not go down it. God wants us to see that he loves us and wants nothing but what’s best for us. Eliot said, “It is vain thought to flee from the work that God appoints us, for the sake of finding a greater blessing, instead of seeking it where alone it is to be found-in loving obedience.” 
· We’re at war. In Rom. 7, Paul talked about this tug of war battle. He said in verse 19, “For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do-this I keep on doing.” Vs. 21-23. The sinful nature is at war with the Spirit. Unfortunately, sometimes the battle for obedience is lost. Sometimes it’s lost quickly when we’re selfish and impatient and we want what we want when we want it and nothing’s going to stop us from getting it. Other times, however, we go through this prolonged, agonizing tug of war battle and sometimes we get overwhelmed and give in. Peter knew this reality of spiritual warfare as he warned his readers in 1st Peter 2:11, “Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul.” Our disobedience can come as a result from being at war.
2) What does my disobedience say about my relationship with God? We might think disobedience is just not following rules but it’s much more than that. The definition of obedience is the act or practice of following instructions, complying with rules or regulations, or submitting to someone’s authority. Some synonyms for obedience are: compliance, agreement, submission, respect, duty, conformity. This is what obedience looks like. So when I’m disobedient what does that say?
· It says that I reject God’s authority. When we disobey God we aren’t being compliant with him. We are resisting him instead of yielding to him. Jesus said in Luke 6:46, “Why do you call me Lord, Lord and do not do what I say?” Jesus is connecting obedience with submission to his Lordship. If we are going to call Jesus ‘Lord’, if we are going to call ourselves Christians, then we need to understand that there is a disconnect when we are being disobedient. It’s contradicting when we say Jesus is our Lord but we aren’t doing what he commands. When I’m disobedient I’m not respecting God. I’m not in agreement with Him. I’m not in conformity with his will. I’m not allowing myself to be under the authority of the one which I’ve supposedly devoted my life to serving.  Disobedience is disloyalty. When I’m disobedient I’m rejecting God’s authority.
· It says that I don’t love him. I’m not saying if you are disobedient at all that you don’t love God. The bible doesn’t say that only those who are never disobedient love God. However, we need to take seriously what Jesus said in John 14:15, “If you love me you will obey what I command.” In the following verses Jesus repeats this statement in various ways so it shows that he wanted to get this point across. Things like love and faith cannot be separated from obedience. Emmons, “Obedience to God is the most infallible evidence of sincere and supreme love to him.” 2nd John 1:6a, “And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands.” If I say I love my wife but I rarely do anything to show that love then what good is it? If we say we love God but we don’t show him by obeying his commands we’re being contradictory. A lack of obedience is a lack of love.
3) How can we be more obedient? Psalm 119:33-37.
· Surrender. When I surrender I’m relying on God, not me. I’m leaning on his understanding, not mine. The Psalmist asked God to teach him, give him understanding and direct him. He asked God to turn his eyes away from worthless things and to turn his heart toward his commands. But in my surrender I’m not relying on him to do everything, I’m relying on his power to lead me to do the things I need to do. And he would not ask us to do anything that he isn’t going to give us the power to accomplish. But I can’t do anything until I surrender to him. 
· Draw near. The Psalmist asks God to turn his heart and eyes toward him. We have to draw near to God in order to be successful at obeying Him. In drawing near we will recognize the benefit of obedience and we will realize God’s love, protection and guidance in his boundaries and commands which will make us more apt to want to obey him. God will not ask us to do anything that isn’t in our best interest. 
· Realize it’s our purpose. 1st Pet. 1:1-2. Peter identifies the purpose of those who are Christians. We are to be sanctified. We are to be like Jesus. How is that going to come? Through obedience. Vs. 13-16. Peter wanted to encourage them and make sure they were prepared for action; prepared for spiritual warfare. Quarles, “Let the ground of all religious actions be obedience; examine not why it is commanded, but observe it because it is commanded. True obedience neither procrastinates nor questions.” When Jesus gave the great commission in Matt. 28, he told them to make disciples, teaching them to obey everything he had commanded them. Jesus had a purpose for those who would be his disciples and that was for them to be obedient. Obedience is our purpose as Christians. 
· By escaping deception. James 1:22-25. “…and so deceive yourselves.” How will I be deceived? By thinking that knowing the word is good enough. If I think that being obedient in studying the bible is good enough I’m being deceived. I might think I’m all that because I know the bible but if I’m not putting it into practice I’m deceiving myself. If I don’t put it into practice the word will not have much depth for me. I will not experience the true blessing or benefit of the word. It works in other areas too. We remember things better when we actually do them. We see the principles in action and it has greater clarity and meaning for us. If I’m just a student of something but never apply it what good is it? I could go to med school but if I never do anything with it what real benefit am I? I might be able to teach you but I can’t show you. Jesus doesn’t want us to just share the word; he wants us to show the word.  John 13:12-17. “Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.” The blessing came not in knowing, but in doing. There is a blessing in knowing but Jesus put an emphasis on the doing. That’s because it’s not enough to know; we need to do. We are more of a benefit to others when we do what we know. Vance Havner said, “You have not really learned a commandment until you have obeyed it. The church suffers today from Christians who know volumes more than they practice.” If I’m going to be truly obedient, I won’t just know the word; I’m also going to show the word.
4) What will be the result of my obedience? 
· I will be blessed. Luke 11:27-28. Jesus wasn’t disrespecting this woman nor was he disrespecting his mother. He just wanted his listeners to know how someone was truly blessed. We are blessed when we hear the word of God and obey it. 1st John 3:21-24. We can have confidence before the throne of God when? When we are doing what pleases him. When we are obedient we will receive blessings from God. We don’t obey in order to get the blessings but the blessings are a by-product of our obedience. Obedience brings blessings.
· Praises to God. 2nd Cor. 9:13. People will praise God because we have been obedient. When we are obedient to the Lord when he places something on our heart to do to help someone else, we give someone the opportunity to praise God. God gets the glory and praise when people thank him for his provision through our obedience. Rom. 16:19a, “Everyone has heard about your obedience, so I am full of joy over you.” Paul was full of joy because others were aware of the Romans’ obedience. He may have been full of joy because when Christians are obedient it can cause others to be encouraged to be more obedient. Our obedience can spur others on toward obedience and that brings praise to God. 
· We will truly know God. 1st John 2:3-6. Again, John isn’t saying that unless you perfectly obey you don’t know God. But in obedience there is a depth to our relationship with God. When we’re obedient we are being like him; we’re walking as he did. In our obedience we share experiences that provide a special connection to God. When we suffer for Christ we can get a sense of what he went through for us and that helps us to know him more. Obedience provides the way for me to intimately know my Savior. In our obedience we will truly know God.
· We will be solid. Matt. 7:21-25. Jesus said not everyone who calls him Lord will go to heaven. Remember Jesus words earlier, ‘why do you call me Lord, Lord and do not do what I say’? But it appears that they did do what Jesus said. Weren’t they being obedient, doing all these things in Jesus’ name? Perhaps these things were done in the name of Jesus, but they weren’t done in the Spirit of Jesus. Whatever they were doing was of their own will. They weren’t putting Jesus’ words into practice. Their foundation was on sand; not rock. They thought they were on solid ground but they weren’t. If their foundation was on the solid rock of Christ then they would’ve been obedient to the will of Christ. When our foundation is on the rock, no matter what happens we can stand firm. When we’re obedient to the direction of Christ we have nothing to fear. The more we obey the stronger our faith is. We will gain wisdom to face any trial. Through obedience to his direction we will never turn down the wrong path. Nothing can move us when we put Jesus’ words into practice. When we’re obedient our foundation is solid.  
CONCLUSION: It’s been said, ‘There’s nothing worse than going to bed at night knowing you’ve been disobedient toward God.’ Titus 1:16, “Although they claim to know God, by their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good.” Let this not be said of any of us. If you claim to know God obey him; you’ll be blessed if you do. 

