OFFERING MESSAGE

IN 1ST CHRONICLES 29 WE READ OF DAVID ASKING THE ISRAELITES TO GIVE FOR THE PURPOSE OF BUILDING THE TEMPLE. IN VERSE 2 WE SEE THAT DAVID GAVE OF ALL HIS RESOURCES FOR THE CAUSE AND HE WENT FURTHER THAN THAT, STATING IN VERSE 3 THAT HE ALSO GAVE OF HIS PERSONAL TREASURES. HOW WOULD WE RESPOND IF GOD ASKED US TO GIVE FROM OUR PERSONAL TREASURES, NOT JUST OF OUR RESOURCES? IT WAS AFTER THAT ANNOUNCEMENT THAT WE SEE IN VERSE 6 THAT THE LEADERS OF FAMILIES, OFFICERS OF TRIBES, AND THE OTHER COMMANDERS AND OFFICIALS GAVE WILLINGLY. THEN IN VERSE 8 IT SAYS THAT ANYONE WHO HAD PRECIOUS STONES GAVE THEM TO THE TREASURY AND IN VERSE 9 IT SAYS THAT THE PEOPLE REJOICED AT THE WILLING RESPONSE OF THEIR LEADERS FOR THEY HAD GIVEN FREELY AND WHOLEHEARTEDLY TO THE LORD. THOSE OF US WHO ARE LEADERS NEED TO SET THE EXAMPLE OF GIVING. THEN DAVID RESPONDED WITH A PRAYER WHERE IN VERSE 14 HE SAYS TO GOD THAT EVERYTHING COMES FROM YOU AND WE HAVE GIVEN YOU ONLY WHAT COMES FROM YOUR HAND. AND IN VERSE 17 HE SAYS, ‘I KNOW, MY GOD, THAT YOU TEST THE HEART AND ARE PLEASED WITH INTEGRITY. ALL THESE THINGS HAVE I GIVEN WILLINGLY AND WITH HONEST INTENT. AND NOW I HAVE SEEN WITH JOY HOW WILLINGLY YOUR PEOPLE WHO ARE HERE HAVE GIVEN TO YOU.’ DAVID WAS HUMBLE ENOUGH TO UNDERSTAND WHERE HIS WEALTH CAME FROM. HE UNDERSTOOD THAT SINCE GOD TESTED THE HEART, HE WOULD KNOW WHETHER OR NOT THEIR GIVING WAS DONE WITH INTEGRITY. I SEE THIS PASSAGE AS A CHALLENGE. CAN WE BE A PEOPLE THAT GIVE HONESTLY, WILLINGLY AND WITH INTEGRITY? CAN WE BE A PEOPLE THAT ARE WILLING TO GO ABOVE AND BEYOND AND SACRIFICE SOME OF OUR PERSONAL TREASURES? DO WE HAVE THE MOTIVATION TO GIVE SELFLESSLY FOR THE BENEFIT OF GOD’S KINGDOM? 

