OFFERING MESSAGE

IN ACTS CHAPTER 8 WE READ ABOUT A MAN FROM SAMARIA NAMED SIMON. HE WAS A SORCERER WHO HAD AMAZED THE PEOPLE THERE TO THE EXTENT THAT HE WAS KNOWN AS THE MAN THAT HAD THE GREAT POWER. BUT WHEN PHILIP VISITED THERE, PREACHING THE GOOD NEWS, THE PEOPLE, INCLUDING SIMON HIMSELF, BELIEVED AND WERE BAPTIZED. PETER AND JOHN WERE SENT TO WITNESS ALL OF THIS AND TO LAY HANDS ON THEM TO RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT. I’LL READ VERSES 18-21, “WHEN SIMON SAW THAT THE SPIRIT WAS GIVEN AT THE LAYING ON OF THE APOSTLES’ HANDS, HE OFFERED THEM MONEY AND SAID, ‘GIVE ME ALSO THIS ABILITY SO THAT EVERYONE ON WHOM I LAY MY HANDS MAY RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT.’ PETER ANSWERED, ‘MAY YOUR MONEY PERISH WITH YOU, BECAUSE YOU THOUGHT YOU COULD BUY THE GIFT OF GOD WITH MONEY! YOU HAVE NO PART OR SHARE IN THIS MINISTRY, BECAUSE YOUR HEART IS NOT RIGHT BEFORE GOD.’” THE MAN WHO WAS KNOWN AS THE ‘GREAT POWER’ FAILED TO RECOGNIZE WHO THE REAL GREAT POWER WAS. HE ATTRIBUTED TO MONEY WHAT COULD ONLY BE GAINED THROUGH THE GRACE OF GOD. THE WORLD HOLDS MONEY IN THIS HIGH ESTEEM. IF OUR GOAL IS TO USE MONEY TO GAIN POWER, FAME OR EVEN PEOPLE, THEN WE TOO HAVE PLACED MONEY ON A PEDESTAL. MONEY PREVENTED SIMON FROM HAVING A HEART THAT WAS RIGHT BEFORE GOD AND IT PREVENTED HIM FROM HAVING A PART IN GOD’S MINISTRY. LET’S MAKE SURE WE LEARN FROM HIS MISTAKE. SHALL WE PRAY?

