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Wednesday night bible study-Jan. 26th, 2011
INTRODUCTION: The cats in my house sure live a cushy life. Recently, as my cats watched beautiful snowflakes falling from above, they wanted to go outside and enjoy it. I tried to tell them that they don't really want to go outside, and that it's in their best interest to stay inside. I tried to tell them that it's cold out there and they aren't used to the cold and eventually they'd freeze to death. But they sat there whining in such a pitiful tone that I, out of sheer distraction, let them out. In minutes, they wanted back in. Then, minutes later, they again noticed the snow falling and wanted back out. I call them the Yoyo creatures. These cats pray to me, their lord and master, for what they think they just have to have. It's fairly clear that they think I exist solely to give what they desire. They covet the snow. And I explain to them: "You think you want out, but I know something you don't understand. Stay in here with me. It's warm and safe in here, and you will find rest for your souls. And while you're at it, stop fighting over the water bowl. I promise plenty of water for you." In our relationship with God, aren't we just like those cats? Isa. 53:6a, "We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way".
1) Romans 7:7-25. 
· Vs. 7-13: What Paul is saying is that without the law (which is good) he wouldn’t have known what sin was (which is bad). The law isn’t bad because it highlights sin; the law is good because we need to know what sin is. 13a, ‘But in order that sin might be recognized as sin.’ We wouldn’t recognize sin apart from the law revealing it to us.
· 7:5-6, 8. Why does the law produce a sinful desire? Because in our sinful nature we want to do that which we’re told not to do. Why? Because we think for some reason that which we are not supposed to have is good for us in some way. And we’re creatures of curiosity. If we don’t indulge how will we know? We think God is depriving us of something good by commanding us to abstain from it. And even when we realize that something is bad, we still go for it because of our bondage to sin. 
· Vs. 14-20.  Is Paul making excuses for his sin? Paul isn’t making excuses for his sin. He isn’t saying he had no choice. Paul isn’t saying by stating that he did what he didn’t want to do that he couldn’t help himself. He’s just stating the reality of what is. He’s saying that the Spirit doesn’t want anything to do with sin, but his sinful nature wants nothing but sin. In his mind he serves Christ but in the flesh he serves himself. 
· Vs. 21: How have you experienced this? 

· Vs 22-23: “in my inner being”. What do you make of that? Does this phrase carry any direct significance to understanding the two laws at work within us? In the depths of my soul I delight in God’s law but in my outer being I’m given into the flesh.  It doesn’t take much to be in touch with the outer self and the world but it takes more to be in touch with my inner self. Therefore, it will be easier to be given in to the trappings of the flesh because they’re more obvious and in our face but the inner being is something I need to tap into and dwell on more. But the good news is found in 1st John 4:4, “You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one that is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.”
· Vs. 24-25: “Who will rescue me?” What other options besides Christ are there? We might think a Spouse, friend or Pastor can rescue us. We might think we can rescue ourselves by doing spiritual things like going to church or bible study and serving. However, only Jesus can rescue us. Other people and being involved in spiritual things can help, but they themselves are not the means by which we’re rescued. 
· Vs. 23, 25b: “my mind”. The battle over the control of the mind. That is where battles are won or lost. That’s why we need to be about the renewing of our minds (12:2).
2) 1st Cor. 10:1-13. 
· Vs. 1-5: The Israelites experienced the power, provision and protection of God (as do we) but God was not pleased with most of them (read footnote for vs. 5). Even though it may have seemed to them that God was pleased with them since they were God’s chosen people experiencing the mercy of God, this was not the case. They took the kindness of God for granted. Perhaps we who have not experienced the divine wrath of God for our actions, perhaps since we have experienced blessings from God through his forgiveness, mercy and grace despite our folly, we might think God is pleased with us. This might allow us to go on in our folly thinking everything is okay.
· Vs. 6-11: Paul wants us to learn form the mistakes of Israel so we don’t repeat them. It’s good to learn from our mistakes; better when we can learn from someone else’s. Vs. 6: “setting our hearts on…” They had the blessings of God but their hearts were not set on him. Their hearts were set on evil things. What does it mean to have your heart set on something? Col. 3:1-10. 

·  Vs. 12, ‘If you think you’re standing firm’. If you think you’re solid in your walk be careful. If you think you’re solid with God and you’re in line with the will of God when you’re not doing what you should be, watch out because you could be headed for a fall. Perhaps the Israelites were in denial about their standing with God and God had to show them the hard way. Perhaps he needed to make an example of some in order to give the rest a reality check.  
· Vs. 13: We need to realize that we do have a choice not matter how strong the temptation is. God will not let us be tempted beyond what we can endure. We think we know what our limitations are and we want to be able to say, “I couldn’t help myself”, as an excuse. But, the reality is that only God knows our limitations and he will not allow Satan to tempt us beyond that. As bad as the temptation to curse God was for Job, God gave Job the power and strength to endure. He did not allow Job to be tempted beyond what he was going to give Job the power to endure. The Holy Spirit is able to do anything. God does provide a way out but we have to take it. If we’re ruled by our flesh we won’t take the way out even though we see the way out. We need to recognize that our sinful nature always wants to do what is wrong. And in our sinful nature we want to do what is wrong because it feels so right, at the time. When Paul wrote about his struggles in Rom. 7 he wasn’t disbelieving 1st Cor. 10:13, he wrote 1st Cor. 10:13! No, he was just being real with his struggles. 
3) Genesis 3:1-13. How Satan got to Eve. Let’s learn how he was able to do that.
· Vs. 1: Satan is crafty. Satan creates doubt-‘did God really say…’ Satan twists-‘You must not eat from any tree…

· Vs. 2-3: Eve clarifies but then distorts-‘you must not touch it’. God didn’t say that. 

· Vs. 4: Satan calls God a liar-‘you will not surely die’. Ironically, though, John 8:44 tells us that Satan is the father of lies and the truth is not in him. 

· Vs. 5: Satan deceives by planting a seed in Eve that gets her to doubt God. He wants her to think that God doesn’t have her best interest at heart and that God is trying to deprive her of something good. 
· Vs. 6: Eve falls for it. A) ‘good for food’. Although there were plenty of other good things to eat, she now wanted this food. B) ‘pleasing to the eye’. Had she really not noticed it before or had she not looked at it as intently as now? This is one of the entrapments of temptation. Satan can make something bad appear as something good. C) ‘desirable’. Satan feeds on our desires. James 1:13-18. 
· Vs. 7: ‘They realized they were naked’. Right after they sin they realized this. What do you make of this? 
· Vs. 8-9. ‘They hid from the Lord God.’ Their sin caused them to hide form God. Where once they enjoyed a special union with God and walked with him, they now felt shame and fear. The relationship had been severely altered. 

· Vs. 9-11. What do you see happening here? 
CONCLUSION: These passages highlight that we as Christians can still have struggles with sin. We should not test God or assume anything in our relationship with him but remain humble and not take advantage of his mercy and grace. And we can rejoice in the fact that through Christ we have the power to overcome any and every temptation. This helps us because we get to understand ourselves better. In essence the more we know, realize and understand the harder things might become. There is no longer ignorance. The closer we get to Christ, who is the light, what’s in the darkness will be revealed. The more we see the more we understand our sin in its intricate detail which we were once blind to. Therefore, the deeper things get brought to the surface and we are faced with the things we didn’t know were there. Plus, the more we grow in Christ the more sensitive we become to sin to where the things that bother us now are the things we wouldn’t have thought twice about before. Because of that, we might think we haven’t progressed at all and are still sinning all over the place when in fact it’s not that we haven’t progressed, we are now seeing things that we didn’t know were there. This is all part of God removing the dross so that what will be left behind is pure gold. 
