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THANKSGIVING STUDY

Wednesday, Nov. 24th, 2010

INTRODUCTION:  Holidays get interesting don’t they? They bring out the best in people and they also, unfortunately, bring out the worst in people. I’ll have you determine which is true in the following story. The day before Thanksgiving an elderly man in Phoenix called his son in New York and said to him, "I hate to ruin your day, but I have to tell you that your mother and I are divorcing; 45 years of misery is enough. We’re sick of each other, and so you call your sister in Chicago and tell her." Frantic, the son called his sister, who exploded on the phone. "Like heck they’re getting divorced," she shouted, "I’ll take care of this." She called Phoenix immediately, and said to her father. "You are NOT getting divorced. Don’t do a single thing until I get there. I’m calling my brother back, and we’ll both be there tomorrow. Until then, don’t do a thing, DO YOU HEAR ME?" The man hung up his phone and turned to his wife. "Okay, honey. The kids are coming for Thanksgiving and paying for their flights." 
1) Psalm 100: 4-5, “Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name. For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.” What are you thankful to God for? 
2) 1st Thess. 3:9, “How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of God because of you?” Who are you thankful for?
3) 1st Chr. 16:8-9, “Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done. Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts.” Why should we tell others about what God has done for us? To show God’s generosity and miraculous power, to give credit to God for everything, to show we are Christians: Eph. 5:1-4. For the Christian there should automatically be thanksgiving. Col. 2:6-7, “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.” 
4) 2nd Cor. 9:10-15. When we are grateful and thankful, we are generous. Our service and generosity will cause others to be thankful. We should give and serve out of the gratitude of our hearts so that those who receive the fruits of our generosities will give thanks to God. 
5)  We should express thanks to people when they help us. But what should we do if we help someone and they don’t express gratitude? Luke 6:31-36.
6) What do we take for granted and forget to be thankful for? Phil. 2:14, “Do everything without complaining or arguing.” When I complain I’m not being grateful. Phil. 4:6, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” When I’m anxious, that can be a sign of ingratitude. But, if we have thanksgiving in our prayers this will eliminate our anxiety and therefore, our ingratitude.
7) 1st Thess. 5:16-18, “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” Giving thanks in all circumstances includes hardships. How can we find anything to be thankful for in the midst of hardships? Rom 5:3-4. We can be thankful for what suffering produces. We can be thankful for what good can come out of them (examples-Jeff/Ann, Pam/Tim) Matt. 26:26-28. Jesus was headed to the cross! He knew that soon he was going to be tortured and killed. And he still found reasons to be thankful. If Jesus found reasons to be thankful when he was facing the most gruesome event in human history, surely we can be thankful in the midst of our difficult situations.
CONCLUSION: Much of the credit for the adoption of a later ANNUAL national Thanksgiving Day may be attributed to Mrs. Sarah Joseph Hale, the editor of Godey’s Lady’s Book. For thirty years, she promoted the idea of a national Thanksgiving Day, contacting President after President until President Abraham Lincoln responded in 1863 by setting aside the last Thursday of November as a national Day of Thanksgiving. Over the next seventy-five years, Presidents followed Lincoln’s precedent, annually declaring a national Thanksgiving Day. Then, in 1941, Congress permanently established the fourth Thursday of each November as a national holiday. Lincoln’s original 1863 Thanksgiving Proclamation came, spiritually speaking, at a pivotal point in his life. During the first week of July of that year, the Battle of Gettysburg occurred, resulting in the loss of some 60,000 American lives. Four months later in November, Lincoln delivered his famous "Gettysburg Address." It was while Lincoln was walking among the thousands of graves there at Gettysburg that he committed his life to Christ. As he explained to a friend: “When I left Springfield [to assume the Presidency] I asked the people to pray for me. I was not a Christian. When I buried my son, the severest trial of my life, I was not a Christian. But when I went to Gettysburg and saw the graves of thousands of our soldiers, I then and there consecrated myself to Christ.” 

Politically Correct Thanks: In today's politically correct environment where you have to be so careful to keep from offending anyone, we might all have to give reports like this fourth grader who reported on the origins of the Thanksgiving holiday. "The pilgrims came here seeking freedom of you know what. When they landed, they gave thanks to you know who. Because of them, we can worship each Sunday, you know where." 

