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WE ARE FAMILY

INTRODUCTION: There are many in our church today whom have come from dysfunctional families or broken homes. You may have missed out on experiencing a healthy family atmosphere. You may have no idea what a normal family looks like. Perhaps you’ve been hurting for a long time because of it. Maybe there’s been an oppressive emptiness because you didn’t receive the nurturing from your parents that you should’ve. Perhaps you’ve spent your life without a mentor, without an adequate roll model to teach you about life. Today I want to look at the importance of church family. 
1) Similarities between a biological family and a church family.

· Family members resemble each other. Have you ever known a family that looked so much alike that it was easy to tell they were brothers/sisters? As members of biological families have features and characteristics that tie them in to their family, we have the spiritual characteristics that mark us as belonging to God’s family. As biological children have the characteristics that link them to their parents, so should we as spiritual children exhibit the virtues that link us to our Heavenly Father. Gal. 5:22&23-fruit of the Spirit. These are the qualities that will make it obvious to others that we belong to God’s family. We need to have God’s family resemblance. 

· Fellowship. Acts 2:42 says that the church members were devoted to fellowshipping with each other. Families spend time together. Mealtime is when family members catch-up on the day’s events and talk about issues. Families do things together-they take trips, have reunions and plan outings. They gather together under one accord. So it is with church families. Acts 4:32 says the believers were one in heart and mind. Church families collectively come together under one accord to hear the word being preached and taught. Church families also meet to have fun. They get together for joyous events. Fellowship is an important and meaningful aspect of church family. (Talk about Fellowship group events-game night, pot luck, karaoke, outside events)

· Comfortability. You can be ‘you’ around your family. You don’t have to hide anything. They love and accept you as you are. You can be relaxed around them and you can be real around them. With your church family, you can feel comfortable around your brothers and sisters because you’re loved and accepted. You don’t have to be afraid to express yourself. You don’t have to worry about being judged for looking foolish. You don’t have to be concerned about not being smart enough or strong enough or good-looking enough for your church family. With your biological family as well as your church family, you have the comfort of knowing you fit in. 

· Both are perceptive. Your biological family knows you. You can’t hide things with your family like you could with others who don’t know you so well. Your family can pick up on things quicker. So it is with your church family. When we’re not doing well, our brothers and sisters can pick up on that. And with your biological family, you know you won’t get away with answering, ‘nothing’ when asked if anything is wrong. So it is with church family. A brother or sister in Christ is going to probe a little because they know you better than to believe that nothing is wrong when they know, because they see a change in demeanor, that something is definitely wrong. And that’s a good thing. We might see it as intrusive but actually it’s an act of love.

· Family members take care of each other. Families look out for one another. When a family member is in need they know they can count on a member of their family to help out. So it is with our church family. When a member of the family is in need, we should be willing to help. James 2:15&16. We’re being a good church family when we care for each other’s needs. Gal. 6:9&10. The church family should care enough to care for the needs of its members. We should not get weary of taking advantage of opportunities to do good for our family. Instead, we should be thinking of the harvest. There will be a harvest of stronger family connections and possibly more members added to the family. Taking care of each other results in growing and strengthening God’s family. Family members that take care of each other are of great value.
· They work together. 1st Cor. 12:12-26. Good families function well together. Each member has specific abilities and duties that benefit the unit as a whole. Each knows their part and they all work together for the benefit of the family. So it is with a church family. We are all part of one body. One part of the body can’t function apart from the rest of the body. It has to do its part in order for the whole unit to be effective and productive. The parts of the body are different. We need to appreciate our differences, not criticize them. ‘The carpenter’s tools were holding a meeting. Brother hammer presided. Several suggested that he leave because he was too noisy. Hammer replied, “If I go, Brother screw must go also. You have to turn him around and around in order to get him to accomplish anything.” Brother screw spoke up, “If I leave Brother plane must go too. All of his work is on the surface. His efforts have no depth.” Brother plane responded, “Fine, but what about Brother rule? He’s always measuring folks as if he were the only one right. Brother rule then complained about Brother sandpaper. “He’s rough and he’s always rubbing people the wrong way.” In the midst of their arguing, in came the carpenter from Nazareth. He went about his work, making a pulpit from which the gospel could be preached. He employed the hammer, screw, plane, rule, sandpaper, and all the other tools. After the day’s work and the pulpit was finished, Brother saw arose and remarked, “Brethren, I observe that all of us are workers together with the Lord.”’ Church families need to work together if they are to accomplish the work of the Father’s household.

· They provide the essentials. We as humans have two inherent necessities-to be loved and to belong. Being in a healthy family provides that. In my family I know I’m loved and I know I belong. That’s what is special about being in God’s family. I’m somewhere where I know I‘m loved and I’m where I have that sense of belonging. If you’re estranged from your family, you have a sense of being disconnected from something. You feel lonely. Some people think they don’t need to belong to a church. But without being a member of a close-knit church family, you’re isolated from the true bond of fellowship, you’re missing out on the benefits of experiencing the love and sense of belonging that comes from being a part of a local church family. Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Church, ‘There are many analogies for a Christian disconnected from a church: a football player without a team; a soldier without a platoon; a tuba player without an orchestra; a sheep without a flock.  But the most understandable and biblical picture is that of a child without a family. That family is the church. God does not want his children growing up in isolation from each other, so he created a spiritual family on earth for us.  A Christian without a church family is an orphan.’ I have spoken with people in this church who have communicated that what was lacking in their family’s house they found in God’s house. The love, nurturing, acceptance and sense of belonging that was absent in their biological family were experienced being a part of God’s local church family. In a world visibly lacking good family values, we as the church can exhibit those values to the orphans.
· Neither is perfect.  The good news is that the church is like a family. The bad news is that the church is like a family. The truth is families don’t always get along. (Talk about Adam and me. Mistake Mom made in leaving me to baby-sit him. “Where’s your brother?” “I don’t know; check the dryer.” All those questions-“How did that hole get in the wall?”, “What’s that smell?”, “Where’s the butcher knife?”) Someone observed, “Families are like fudge...mostly sweet, with a few nuts.” As biological families know they aren’t perfect, they still accept each other and love each other despite their imperfections. So it is with a church family. Perhaps you’ve listened to these aspects of church family and were focused on how you felt this church isn’t measuring up. We shouldn’t expect God’s family to be made up of perfect people. We should instead be willing to love our brothers and sisters despite their flaws. “If you think you’ve found the perfect church don’t join it. You’ll mess it up for sure.”
2) We need to represent the family well. 

We need to act like a close-knit family for God’s reputation to stay intact. Did you have that notorious neighborhood family? When I was in school the family of troublemakers were the Osgoods. They were more like the Osbads. The Osgoods were a big family and as far as I know, all of the kids were problematic. They had a bad reputation. I knew a few of them and once you got past their behavior, deep down they were nice people. But their bad reputation overshadowed their good qualities. And from what I understand their parents were nice people too although I’m sure they were looked at as bad parents because of how their children acted. So it could be with a church family. We could be fairly decent people but if we exhibit bad behavior and carry a reputation of being judgmental, back-biting, gossiping, hypocrites then our positive qualities will be overshadowed, which in turn will give the church, and our Father, a bad name. There was a father who was reading in his study. He heard a commotion outside his window. He noticed it was his daughter with some of her friends. Then the commotion got louder and louder and more heated. He couldn’t stand it anymore so he got up and opened the window. “Stop all that arguing. Honey what’s wrong?” “Nothing, Daddy. We’re just playing church.” We need to make sure that our church family is one that people want to join, not avoid. We need to make sure we’re representing our Father’s family well.

CONCLUSION: The church is not an institution or a business. The church is not an organization or a social club. The church is a family. Cornerstone has some good family qualities. When I first started coming here one of the first things I noticed was how the people here were genuine. They were real. They were caring and welcoming. They made me feel comfortable. And over the years I’ve come to develop relationships where I’m looked at like a real brother and I think that’s very special. I believe when people come to Cornerstone they can easily gather a sense of family acceptance and belonging here. I hope that’s been your experience here. If so, recognize it, rejoice in it and go tell others about it. There are many people out there who didn’t get to experience good family values. I pray that they may find them here in our family at Cornerstone. We are family.
