WEDNESDAY NIGHT STUDY—May 26, 2010
1) John’s sermon: Relent and repent. Acts 3:11-26.

· Conviction of our sinfulness. What do you think of this statement: we won’t repent until we relent? We need to soften our hearts toward our sin against God. We need to be cut to the heart.
· Turning from our wicked ways. Isaiah 55:6-7. ‘Let the wicked forsake his ways and the evil man his thoughts’. We are called to not only forsake our ways, but also our thoughts. Why? Because that’s where our wicked ways stem from-our thoughts. Jesus highlighted this fact in Matt. 5 when he said, “you heard that it was said, ‘do not murder’, but I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment”. And that is followed by him saying, “You have heard that it was said, ‘do not commit adultery’, but I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in her heart.” Jesus dealt with the sins of the heart/mind. We need to forsake those because if we will deal with them while they’re in our mind, then we can prevent them from becoming an act or a way.
· Turning to God. We need to realize it’s not enough to turn away from our wicked ways; we then need to turn to God. Our sinful ways need to be replaced with godly ways. Matt. 12:43-45. What is Jesus talking about here? Eph. 4:28-29. 
· Listening to everything Jesus says. Why is it important to listen to everything Jesus says? That seems like a little much. Isn’t it okay to listen to some of the things Jesus says? If we just listen to some of the things, then everything is left to our own choosing. If given the license to just obey some of the things then with our nature we would be choosing only what came somewhat easy to us. We wouldn’t allow ourselves to be challenged with the harder commands like ‘love your enemy’ or ‘deny yourself’. In Matt. 28, when Jesus said to go and make disciples of all nations, in verse 20 he said, ‘teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you’. Jesus said we are to obey everything because everything is of the utmost importance. If it were left to us, we would categorize what is most important to follow and what is not as important. ‘Do not murder’, yeah, that’s important but ‘do not lie’, well, that’s not so important. I would like to live by, ‘the gospel according to Derrick’ but that would not be wise.
· Blessing (times of refreshing). How can times of refreshing come to me in repenting? Through repentance we can have a renewed spirit that removes guilt and shame. We can have peace with God, not enmity towards him. We can have rest for our souls. Matt. 11:28-30. 
CONCLUSION: Satan wants us to think that we are being deprived though repentance. That God, in trying to get us to turn away from the things we shouldn’t be doing, is a killjoy, trying to deprive us of something good. When in actuality, we aren’t being deprived of anything good; we are being protected from something bad. God, through repentance, wants us to be set free. Set free to become like Jesus and experience the life that is truly life. Through sin, we were robbed of the blessings of life. Through sin we are blind to what will truly bring us joy. We can’t live life the way God intended it to be lived until we relent and repent. 
