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WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN (Part two)

Introduction: So far I’ve talked about what it means to be a student of Jesus and a servant of Jesus. A student of Jesus is committed to the teachings of Jesus. Therefore, we need to be reading the bible on a regular basis. A servant of Jesus is one who is committed to putting into practice what they’ve learned as a student. It’s not enough to know, we have to show. Today, I’ll be talking about what the goal of our relationship with Jesus is: to be like him. Why is it important for the Christian to be like Jesus?
1) BECAUSE IT’S GOD’S PURPOSE Rom. 8:28&29.

· God’s objective for us as born again believers is to have us conformed to Jesus’ image. That means God wants us to adopt Jesus’ character. He wants us to talk like him, act like him(live like him. God’s intention is for those of us who have been redeemed from the darkness to show appreciation for their redemption by making it their purpose to be like their Savior. God’s purpose needs to become our purpose. We need to prioritize our life so that conformity to Jesus’ image is at the top. God’s will needs to come before our will.
· Therefore, we have to have the attitude of change. We can’t just sit back and relax. “Now I’m saved; now my sins are forgiven. Now there’s nothing left to do but wait for the second coming.” Wrong. Baptism isn’t the end; it’s the beginning. And when we struggle with the desire to change we need to ask ourselves, “Why don’t I want to fulfill God’s perfect purpose for my life”? We should have enthusiasm to fulfill God’s purpose of being like Jesus.
2) BECAUSE WE NEED TO BE SANCTIFIED 2nd Cor. 3:16-18. 
· We need to be motivated to have the glory of the Lord to be ever increasing in us. Therefore, striving to be like Jesus will keep us from being lazy and complacent. Too often we settle for less than Jesus. We become apathetic about our relationship with Jesus. It’s not important whether or not we’re growing in Christ. We don’t care if we ever get to be mature Christians; we’re content with being a baby Christian. If we don’t care that much about reading the bible we’re settling for less than Jesus. If we don’t care about missing church then we’re settling for less than Jesus. If it’s okay that I went through the day without praying then I’m settling for less than Jesus. And if I think my lack of passion is okay with God, then I couldn’t be more wrong. We need to examine ourselves and ask, “How am I doing at being a reflection of Jesus?”
· Jesus said in Matt. 5:48, “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” That’s a pretty high standard to live up to isn’t it? Perfection; that’s our goal? How can Jesus ask such a thing from us? Jesus would never present a command without giving us the power to achieve it. The power of the Holy Spirit that is at work in God’s children will enable them to do the will of God. We need to have such a high and seemingly impossible standard to know that it is through Jesus and him alone that this godly objective can be achieved. Jesus said in Luke 18:27, “What is impossible with men is possible with God.” Plus, if God set the standard as anything less than perfect then he would be compromising on holiness. And if God set a goal that was more easily achieved and we reached it, then what? With perfection as the standard that means there will always be something we need to improve upon which will keep us humble and hopefully keep us motivated to become sanctified. 
3) BECAUSE WE ARE JESUS’ REPRESENTATIVES 2nd Cor. 5:17-21.

· Since we have been reconciled (brought back into a restored relationship with God), we ought then to be about reaching others with this good news of reconciliation. Spreading the gospel to others is a good way to show our devotion. Someone thought it was important enough to share it with us; we need to see it as important enough to carry to others. Jesus’ mission was to set the captives free. Therefore, if we are going to be his representatives then we need to have the same passion and purpose since our goal is to be like Him.

· Jesus ascended into the heavens and is seated at the right hand of the Father. Therefore, the only way his work will be carried on is through those who’ve committed their lives to him. It’s important for us to carry the message as Jesus’ ambassador (representative) since He is counting on us to be diligent in His absence. When one country sent an ambassador to another country, they would pick someone whom they thought would best present a correct image of its people. If the country sent someone who was a poor ambassador then others would get a bad impression of the whole country through the one bad example. We need to be conformed to the image of Jesus so that when people see us they see Christ. We are called to be a true image of Jesus so that others don’t get a bad impression of Christ or Christianity. 

Conclusion: Many of us have people we look up to and admire. You might have a favorite musician, movie star or sports hero that you have made it a priority to know everything about. You might even do what you can to mimic that person. You might talk like they do, act like they do and dress like they do. You become interested in what they’re interested in. You make it your goal to be like that person. As Christians, our goal is to be like Jesus. We need to talk like him and act like him. We need to read about how he handled situations so that we mimic his wisdom. We need to commit to being like our hero(Jesus Christ. So, for the sake of God’s image, for the sake of our growth and for the sake of others who don’t yet know Him, let’s make it our priority to be like Christ. 

