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THE BIRTH OF JESUS—Wednesday night study-Dec. 22nd, 2010

1) Reading through the events before Jesus’ birth and the account of his birth. 
· Before Jesus’ birth. Luke 1:26-38. (Vs. 26-27) Luke brings attention to Mary’s virginity. Why didn’t he just say, ‘to a woman pledged to be married’ and, ‘the woman’s name was Mary’? This is Luke’s way of highlighting the miracle of the Immaculate Conception, by emphasizing that Mary was a virgin.
·  Vs. 28-33. Vs. 28, ‘highly favored’. The KJV follows this with, ‘blessed art thou among women’. Vs. 30, ‘you have found favor with God’. Why was Mary so highly favored and blessed among women? Why had she found favor with God? Because she highly favored and blessed because she was chosen to bear God’s Son. We’re not sure why she was specifically chosen to bear God’s son or why she had found favor with God but we need to remember that Mary was just a woman. She was obviously a special woman, but still a woman nonetheless. She is not to be worshipped or held in a higher esteem than what is right. 
· Vs. 34, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” Is Mary questioning God here? No, she’s just puzzled as to how this is going to happen. If she were doubting God, she would’ve gotten the same reaction as Zechariah did when the angel told him about his son, John the Baptist (1:18-21). Instead, the angel explained things to Mary and she responded in faith (vs. 38) (read vs. 35-38).
· Vs. 39-45. Vs. 41, ‘the baby leaped in the womb’. Why? Because John was recognizing whose presence he was in. He leaped for joy (vs. 44) God is so powerful that he can even cause those in the womb to be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
· Vs. 41-45. Mary was filled with the Holy Spirit. And upon the Spirit’s revelation she ministered to Mary. But why was this necessary since what Elizabeth shared was similar to the angel’s greeting? Perhaps to provide more confirmation to the puzzling encounter earlier. It doesn’t mean Mary was doubting; it looks like God’s special, tender and loving way of providing comfort and assurance.
· Vs. 46-56. Elizabeth’s exclamation causes Mary to burst into song. What do we learn from Mary’s song? A) I think from what Mary was saying it showed that she got it; she now had special insight as to the magnitude of what was to come from this special child in her womb. B) 46-47: she’s giving God the glory, 48-49: she is humble and thankful that God has been mindful of her, 50: she fears God, 51-53: she recognizes God’s provision for the humble, 54-55: she knows Israel’s history and how God has been merciful to her nation.
· The account of Jesus’ birth. Luke 2:1-7. Vs. 7, “placed him in a manger, because there was no room for him in the inn.” Why would God allow his Son to be born in a stable surrounded by smelly animals? Why would he allow his precious Son to be placed in an animal’s feeding trough? 2nd Cor. 8:9, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that through he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.”
· Luke 2:8-20. vs. 8, “living out in the fields.” Why is this interesting? We celebrate the birth of Jesus Dec. 25 but the shepherds were living out in the fields. It would’ve been too cold to do that. The normal time for them to be out in the field would be from April to autumn time. 
· Why would God allow this angelic proclamation to be given to lowly shepherds and not the prominent religious leaders? Perhaps the religious leaders were not humble to receive such a proclamation. They probably wouldn’t have believed the angels that God’s Son would be born in a lowly stable and laid in a manger. Plus, God was in the business of using lowly shepherds. The Patriarchs were shepherds, Jacob, Moses, David were all shepherds.
· Vs. 11: Read footnote.

· Vs. 14: Heb. 1:6, “And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, ‘let all the angels worship him’”. Fulfillment of the prophecy in Duet. 32:43. 

· Vs. 15: The shepherds believed and acted on that belief. Notice they didn’t say, ‘let’s go and see if this is true’. They said, ‘let’s go and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord told us about (shows that they considered this message of angels coming directly from God).

· Vs. 16, “they hurried off”. They didn’t waste any time. They were excited to see Jesus. 

· Vs. 17-18: They couldn’t contain their joy and had to go and tell everyone what they had witnessed.

· Vs. 19: Perhaps what Mary was pondering was that as she earlier sang about God showing mercy to the humble, she was seeing it in action with the shepherds, and she was treasuring these things. 

· Vs. 20: The shepherds had the proper response to what they had seen and heard. Perhaps the religious leaders would’ve been responding with questions, skepticism, etc. The humble shepherds had childlike faith and it caused them to praise and glorify God.
2) The birth of Jesus was the event that would change the world. But exactly what was the magnitude of Jesus’ coming? What did this monumentally historical event mean? Why was Jesus’ birth such an awesome event?
· Luke 2:25-38. 

a. Because it brought Salvation to us: (Luke 2:30, 38 [Redemption])
b. Because Jesus is our true Comforter (Luke 2:25)
· Matt. 1:20-23.
a. Because it fulfilled prophecy* (prophecy is the foretelling of future events by God through a prophet or prophetess) (Matt.1:20-23 [Isaiah 7:14])
b. Because it brought God to us (Matt. 1:23)
*Most of us have probably heard the story of the birth of Jesus, but what some may not realize is that His birth was a fulfillment of many Old Testament prophecies. These prophecies were written between 1450 BC and 430 BC. Manuscripts have been found to prove they were written at least 400 - 1000 years before He was born. It would be difficult enough to predict something 5 years away let alone 4-15 centuries, especially with the degree of detail and 100% accuracy. It would also be impossible for someone to plan to fulfill all the prophecies. The prophecies speak of timing, location and circumstances of birth. Who but God alone could plan such things?

1. Promised Through the Seed of Abraham:

· Old Testament Prophecy: Genesis 22:18 

· New Testament Fulfillment: Matthew 1:1 

2. Promised Through Isaac:

· Old Testament Prophecy: Genesis 21:12 

· New Testament Fulfillment: Luke 3:34
3. Out of the Tribe of Judah:

· Old Testament Prophecy: Micah 5:2 

· New Testament Fulfillment: Luke 3:33
4. Born in the Family of Jesse:

· Old Testament Prophecy: Isaiah 11:1
· New Testament Fulfillment: Luke 3:32
5. Born in the House of David (King):

· Old Testament Prophecy: Jeremiah 23:5-6 

· New Testament Fulfillment: Luke 3:31
6. Born in Bethlehem:

· Old Testament Prophecy: Micah 5:2 

· New Testament Fulfillment: Matt. 2:1, 6, Luke 2:4-7, John 7:42
7. Born of a virgin:

· Old Testament Prophecy: Isaiah 7:14 

· New Testament Fulfillment: Matthew 1:18
8. Worshipped by Shepherds:

· Old Testament Prophecy: Psalm 72:9 

· New Testament Fulfillment: Luke 2:9
9. Flight to Egypt

· Old Testament Prophecy: Hosea 11:1 

· New Testament Fulfillment: Matthew 2:13-14

10. He would be from Galilee

· Old Testament Prophecy: Isaiah 7:14, 9:1-2

· New Testament fulfillment: Matt. 4:13-16, 6-7

11. He will be called Lord:

· Old Testament Prophecy: Psalm 110:1 

· New Testament Fulfillment: Luke 2:11
12. He is the Son of God:

· Old Testament Prophecy: Psalm 2:7 

· New Testament Fulfillment: Luke 3:22 
(Matthew 3:17, Mark 1:11)


"Then the angel said to them, 'Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.'", 

"In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.", 

"The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham:", 

"But God said to Abraham, 'Do not let it be displeasing in your sight because of the lad or because of your bondwoman. Whatever Sarah has said to you, listen to her voice; for in Isaac your seed shall be called.'", 

"the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor,", 

"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting.", 

"the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah, the son of Jacob,", 

"There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots.", 

"the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon, the son of Amminadab", 

"'Behold, the days are coming,' says the LORD, 'That I will raise to David a Branch of righteousness; a King shall reign and prosper, and execute judgment and righteousness in the earth. In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell safely; now this is His name by which He will be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.'", 

"the son of Melea, the son of Menan, the son of Mattathah, the son of Nathan, the son of David, the son of Jesse,", 

"Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.", 

"Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.", 

"Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit.", 

"The kings of Tarshish and of the isles will bring presents; The kings of Sheba and Seba will offer gifts.", 

"And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Yes, all kings shall fall down before Him; All nations shall serve Him.", 

"Those who dwell in the wilderness will bow before Him, and His enemies will lick the dust.", 

"The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.", 

"Thus says the LORD: 'A voice was heard in Ramah, Lamentation and bitter weeping, Rachel weeping for her children, refusing to be comforted for her children, because they are no more.'", 

"Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had determined from the wise men.", 

"When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called My son.", 

"Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, 'Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.' When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt,", 

"The LORD said to my Lord, 'Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool.'", 

"For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.", 

"I will declare the decree: The LORD has said to Me, 'You are My Son, today I have begotten You.", 

"And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven which said, 'You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased.'" 

These are only a few of the prophecies concerning Jesus. There are so many prophecies that the probability of someone fulfilling them all is very unlikely. It would be impossible for someone to choose or decide to fulfill them. How could someone decide in what family to be born? How could they plan to be born in Bethlehem even though the family they chose lived in Galilee? This could have only been God. He was able because:

1. He already existed before His earthly appearance. 

2. He already knew what was going to happen when He spoke the words through the Old Testament prophets. 

The Bible tells us in Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew 1:23 that His name was to be Immanuel - God with us. Once we disobeyed God (in the Garden of Eden) we could no longer get to Him, so God chose to come to us. This was indeed the greatest gift ever. In fact, it still is the greatest gift, because it is a "gift that keeps on giving." His birth is only the beginning. His life, death, resurrection and the hope of His return are all part of the gift.

